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Instruction

Educational Philosophy and Objectives

The District’s educational program will seek toyid® an opportunity for each student to develop to
his or her maximum potential. The objectives f@ €ducational program are to:

1.

arMwDd

7.
8.

Foster students’ self-discovery, self-awareness saif-discipline.
Develop students’ awareness of and appreciatioauibural diversity.
Stimulate students’ intellectual curiosity and gtiow

Provide students with fundamental career conceptsshills.

Help students develop sensitivity to the needs ealdes of others and a respect for
individual and group differences.

Help each student strive for excellence and inatilesire to reach the limit of his or her
potential.

Encourage students to become life long learners.

Provide an educational climate and culture freggerfider, disabilities, cultural, ethnic, or
religious bias.

In order for the School Board to monitor whether #ulucational program is attaining these
objectives and to be knowledgeable of current atuté resource needs, the Superintendent shall
prepare an annual report that includes:

1. Areview and evaluation of the present curriculum.
2. A projection of curriculum and resource needs.
3. An evaluation of, and plan to eliminate, any sexaaltural, ethnic, or religious bias that may
be present in the curriculum or instructional materand methods.
4. Any plan for new or revised instructional progranpiementation.
5. Areview of present and future facility needs.
CROSS REF: 1:30 (School District Philosophy), G0als and Objectives), 6:15 (School

Accountability), 7:10 (Equal Educational Opportigs)
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Instruction

School Accountability

According to the lllinois General Assembly, thenpary purpose of schooling is the transmission of
knowledge and culture through which students l@aareas necessary to their continuing
development and entry into the world of work. Tdill that purpose, the State Board of Education
prepared State Goals for Learning with accompanliimgis Learning Standards.

The School Board gives priority in the allocatidrr@sources, including funds, time, personnel, and
facilities, to fulfilling this purpose.

Quality Assurance

The School Board continuously monitors studentewament and the quality of the District’s work.
The Superintendent shall supervise the followingligguassurance components, in accordance with
State Board of Education rules, by:

1. Preparing each school's annual recognition applinat and quality assurance appraisal,
whether internal or external, to monitor each s€hoprocess for continuous school
improvement.

2. Submitting School Improvement Plans for Board apakdhat comply with State law and
contain:

» District student learning objectives;

* Assessment systems for measuring students’ progrebs fundamental learning areas;
and

* Reporting systems for informing the community almel $tate of assessment results.

3. If applicable, preparing and implementing a No @Hieft Behind Act plan, according to
federal law, and seeking the School Board’s appntare necessary or advisable.

4. Continuously monitoring whether the District and #chools are making adequate yearly
progress as defined by State law. If the Distantl/or any of its schools fail to make
adequate yearly progress, the Superintendent sthallthe actions provided in State law as
well as other responses designed to increase kékhbod that the District and/or schools
will make adequate yearly progress the followingrye The Superintendent shall seek the
School Board’s approval where necessary or adwsabl

5. Publishing a school report card in accordance $itte law.
The Superintendent shall make regular assessnmrtsdo the Board, including projections whether
the District and each school is or will be makinigguate yearly progress as defined in State law.
The Superintendent shall seek Board approval fon €astrict and/or school improvement plan and
otherwise when necessary or advisable.

School Choice for Students Enrolled in a Schoohiified for Improvement, Corrective Action, or
Restructuring

This section applies to only those students erdofiea school identified by the School Board for
school improvement, corrective action, or restriotguaccording to federal law. Those students may
transfer to another public school within the Didtrif any, that has not been so identified. Hrthare

no District schools available into which a studesaty transfer, the Superintendent or designee shall,
to the extent practicable, establish a cooperaiiyreement with other districts in the area. Aeiid
who transfers to another school under this poliay memain at that school until the student
completes the highest grade at that school. Thei®ishall provide transportation only until thede

of the school year in which the transferring schzedses to be identified for school improvement or
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subject to corrective action or restructuring. thdinsfers and notices provided to parents/guasdian
and transfer requests are governed by State apcaiddw.

If any District school or the District itself isedtified for improvement, the Superintendent or
designee shall identify, develop, or revise a sthad/or District plan for improvement in
accordance with federal law. This school and/@tiit plan shall be presented to the Board for
approval.

Students from low-income families shall be providegplemental educational services as provided
in federal law if they attend any District schdwht (1) failed to make adequate yearly progress8 fo
consecutive years, or (2) is subject to corredistton or restructuring.

LEGAL REF.: No Child Left Behind Act, §1116, 20 UGS §6316.
34 C.F.R. 8§200.32, 200.33, 200.42, and 200.43.
105 ILCS 5/2-3.63, 5/2-3.64, 5/10-21.3a, and 8%/27-
23 lllLAdmin.Code 881.10, 1.20, and 1.30.

CROSS REF.: 6:170 (Title | Programs), 6:340 (Studesting and Assessment Program), 7:10
(Equal Educational Opportunities)
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Instruction

School Year Calendar and Day

School Calendar

The School Board, upon the Superintendent’s recamdaten and subject to State regulations,
annually establishes the dates for opening andihgatasses, teacher institutes and in-services, th

length and dates of vacations, and the days ddeijaa legal school holidays. The school calendar
shall have a minimum of 185 days to ensure 176 dhgstual student attendance.

Commemorative Holidays

The teachers and students shall devote a portitreafchool day on each commemorative holiday
designated in The School Cottestudy and honor the commemorated person osmtaThe
School Board may, from time to time, designategall@ school day as a commemorative holiday.

School Day
The School Board establishes the length of thedaay with the recommendation of the
Superintendent and subject to State law requiresnent

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-19, 5/18-8.05, 5/24-22B/18, 5/27-19, 5/27-20, 5/27-20.1, and
5/27-20.2.
23 lll.Admin.Code 81.420(f).
Metzl v. Leininger 850 F.Supp. 740 (N.D. lll., 19943ff'd by 57 F.3d 618 (7th
Cir., 1995).

CROSS REF.: 2:20 (Powers and Duties of the Schoald, 5:200 (Terms and Conditions of
Employment and Dismissal), 5:330 (Sick Days, VargtHolidays, and Leaves)
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Instruction

Organization of Instruction

The School District has instructional levels foadges through . The
Superintendent shall annually present to the Bagilén for organizing instructional levels and
assigning them to school facilities in order to:

1. Support the District’s educational program,

2. Maximize facility usage without undue overcrowdiagd

3. Provide substantially comparable instructional pangs across the District.
Students, for instructional purposes, may be plategoups within a school that do not necessarily
follow grade level designations. For purposes ratance reporting and other records, however,
each student is assigned a grade-level placement.

CROSS REF.: 6:170 (Title | Programs), 7:30 (Studesgignment)
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Instruction

Curriculum Development

Adoption
The Superintendent shall recommend a compreheasivieulum that is aligned with:

1. The District’s educational philosophy and goals.

2. Student needs as identified by research, demogmspand student achievement and other
data.

3. The knowledge, skills, and abilities required fardents to become life-long learners.

4. The minimum requirements of State and federal |laa eegulations for curriculum and
graduation requirements.

5. The curriculum of non-District schools that feetbior from a District school, provided that
the necessary cooperation and information is availa

6. The lllinois State Learning Standards and any @isiearning standards.
7. Any required State or federal student testing.

The School Board will adopt, upon recommendatiothefSuperintendent, a curriculum that meets
the above criteria.

Development

The Superintendent shall develop a curriculum reypeogram to monitor the current curriculum and
promptly suggest changes to make the curriculureratfective, to take advantage of improved
teaching methods and materials, and to be respotwsisocial change, technological developments,
student needs, and community expectations.

The curriculum review program shall:

1. Ensure regular evaluations of the curriculum arstrirctional program.
2. Ensure the curriculum continues to meet the stadiegtion criteria.

3. Include input from a cross-section of teachers, iathnators, parents, and students,
representing all schools, grade levels, discipliaes specialized and alternative programs.

4. Coordinate with the process for evaluating therurcdional program and materials.

Experimental Educational Programs and Pilot Preject

The Superintendent may recommend experimental &édoahprograms and/or pilot projects for
Board consideration. Proposals must include goadgerial needs, anticipated expenses, and an
evaluation process. The Superintendent shall dubrtihe Board periodic progress reports for
programs that exceed one year in duration andshdwaluation with recommendation upon the
program’s completion.

Curriculum Guides and Course Outlines

The Superintendent shall develop and provide stibjea curriculum guides to appropriate staff
members.
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LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-20.8 and 5/10-19.

CROSS REF.: 6:60 (Curriculum Content), 6:70 (Teagtbout Religions), 6:80 (Teaching
About Controversial Issues), 6:90 (Kindergartem)06 (Experiments Upon or
Dissection of Animals), 6:120 (Education of Childneith Disabilities), 7:15
(Student and Family Privacy Rights)



Policy Service February 2006 — Quincy School Distti7 2 6:50

Instruction

School Wellness

Student wellness, including good nutrition and ptalsactivity, shall be promoted in the District's
educational program, school activities, and meafjams. This policy shall be interpreted
consistently with Section 204 of the Child Nutritiand WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004.

Goals for Nutrition Education

The goals for addressing nutrition education ineltlte following:

» Schools will support and promote good nutritiongtardents.

» Schools will foster the positive relationship betwegood nutrition, physical activity, and the
capacity of students to develop and learn.

* Nutrition education will be part of the Districttomprehensive health education curriculum.
See Board policy 6:6@urriculum Content

Goals for Physical Activity

The goals for addressing physical activity incltioe following:

» Schools will support and promote an active lifestyr students.

* Physical education will be taught in all grades ahdll include a developmentally planned
and sequential curriculum that fosters the devetgnof movement skills, enhances health-
related fitness, increases students’ knowledgesr®ftlirect opportunities to learn how to
work cooperatively in a group setting, and encoesapealthy habits and attitudes for a
healthy lifestyle. See Board policy 6:8Durriculum Content

* Unless otherwise exempted, all students will baiireg to engage daily during the school
day in a physical education course. See Boar@y6l60,Curriculum Content

* The curriculum will be consistent with and incorgiar relevant lllinois Learning Standards
for Physical Development and Health as establiglyetthe Illinois State Board of Education.

Nutrition Guidelines for Foods Available in Scho@laring the School Day

Students will be offered and schools will promotéritious food and beverage choices consistent
with the current Dietary Guidelines for Americamgdaood Guidance System published jointly by
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Servicestlaa Department of Agriculture. In addition,
in order to promote student health and reduce lebdd obesity, the Superintendent or designee shall
establish such administrative procedures to coffitradl sales that compete with the District's non-
profit food service in compliance with the Child tNtion Act. Food service rules shall restrict the
sale of foods of minimal nutritional value as definby the U.S. Department of Agriculture in the
food service areas during the meal periods.

Guidelines for Reimbursable School Meals

Reimbursable school meals served shall meet, atirimom, the nutrition requirements and
regulations for the National School Lunch Progrard/ar School Breakfast Program.

Monitoring
The Superintendent or designee shall provide periodplementation data and/or reports to the
Board concerning this policy’s implementation stiffint to allow the Board to monitor and adjust the

policy.
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Community Input

The Superintendent or designee will invite suggestiand comments concerning the development,
implementation, and improvement of the school vesdfnpolicy from community members, including
parents, students, and representatives of the kébod authority, school administrators, and the

public.

LEGAL REF.: Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorizatidwt of 2004, PL 108-265, Sec. 204.
Child Nutrition Act of 1966, 42 U.S.C. 81771s#q
National School Lunch Act, 42 U.S.C. §1758.
42 U.S.C. 81779, as implemented by 7 C.F.R. §210.11
105 ILCS 5/2-3.137.
23 lll.Admin.Code Part 305, Food Program.

CROSS REF.: 4:120 (Food Services)
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Curriculum Content

The curriculum shall contain instruction on subjaequired by State statute or regulation as falow

1.

In kindergarten through grade 8, subjects includa) language arts, (b) reading, (c) other
communication skills, (d) science, (e) mathematif)ssocial studies, (g) art, (h) music, and
(i) drug and substance abuse prevention.

In grades 9 through 12, subjects include: (a)uaxeg arts, (b) writing intensive course, (c)
science, (d) mathematics, (e) social studies imetut).S. history, (f) foreign language, (Q)
music, (h) art, (i) driver and safety educatiord §h vocational education.

Students otherwise eligible to take a driver edooatourse must receive a passing grade in
at least 8 courses during the previous 2 semeastdéose enrolling in the course. The
Superintendent or desighee may waive this requineihe or she believes a waiver to be in
the student’s best interest. The eligibility regments contained in State law for the receipt
of a certificate of completion from the SecretafBtate shall be provided to students in

writing at the time of their registration.

In grades 7 through 12, as well as in interschialaathletic programs, steroid abuse
prevention must be taught.

In grades 4 through 12, provided it can be fundegrivate grants or the federal government,
violence prevention and conflict resolution musshbessed, including: (a) causes of conflict,
(b) consequences of violent behavior, (c) non-vibleesolution, and (d) relationships
between drugs, alcohol, and violence.

In all grades, character education must be taugtitiding respect, responsibility, fairness,
caring, trustworthiness, and citizenship, in orderaise students’ honesty, kindness, justice,
discipline, respect for others, and moral couratyestruction in bullying prevention may be
included.

In all schools, citizenship values must be taugitluding: (a) patriotism, (b) democratic
principles of freedom, justice, and equality, (cdger use and display of the American flag,
(d) the Pledge of Allegiance, and (e) the votingcess.

In all grades, physical education must be taugbiuding a developmentally planned and
sequential curriculum that fosters the developn@nmovement skills, enhances health-
related fitness, increases students’ knowledgesr®ftiirect opportunities to learn how to
work cooperatively in a group setting, and encoesapealthy habits and attitudes for a
healthy lifestyle. Unless otherwise exemptedstitients are required to engage daily during
the school day in a physical education course. ekemptions and substitutions, see policies
6:310, Credit for Alternative Courses and Programs, andufSe Substitutionand 7:260,
Exemption from Physical Activity

In all schools, health education must be stredgetliding: (a) proper nutrition, (b) physical
fitness, (c) other components necessary to dewelspund mind in a healthy body, and (d)
dangers and avoidance of abduction.
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In all schools, career/vocational education mustaoght, including: (a) the importance of
work, (b) the development of basic skills to erttex world of work and/or continue formal
education, (c) good work habits and values, (d)rdtationship between learning and work,
and (e) if possible, a student work program thavijoles the student with work experience as
an extension of the regular classroom. A careeravess and exploration program must be
available at all grade levels.

In grades 9 through 12, consumer education mudabght, including: financial literacy;
installment purchasing; budgeting, savings, anésting; banking; simple contracts; income
taxes; personal insurance policies; the compartdoprices; and the roles of consumers
interacting with agriculture, business, labor usioand government in formulating and
achieving the goals of the mixed free enterpristesy.

In all schools, conservation of natural resourcastrbe taught, including: (a) home ecology,
(b) endangered species, (c) threats to the enveahmand (d) the importance of the
environment to life as we know it.

In all schools, United States history must be taudghcluding: (a) the principles of
representative government, (b) the ConstitutionthefU.S. and lllinois, (c) the role of the
U.S. in world affairs, (d) the role of labor unigrsd (e) the role and contributions of ethnic
groups, including but not limited to, the Africarm&ricans, Albanians, Asian Americans,
Bohemians, Czechs, French, Germans, Hispanics, afiamg, Irish, Italians, Lithuanians,
Polish, Russians, Scots, and Slovakians in theryisif this country and State.

In addition, all schools shall hold an educatiop@gram on the United States Constitution
on Constitution Day, each September 17, commenmgy #itie September 17, 1787 signing of
the Constitution. However, when September 17 falisa Saturday, Sunday, or holiday,
Constitution Day shall be held during the precedinfpllowing week.

In all schools, the curriculum includes a unit eétruction on the Holocaust and crimes of
genocide, including Nazi atrocities of 1933-1945m&nian Genocide, the Famine-Genocide
in Ukraine, and more recent atrocities in CamboBasnia, Rwanda, and Sudan.

In all schools, the curriculum includes a unit oktruction on the history, struggles, and
contributions of women.

In all schools, the curriculum includes a unit n$truction on Black History, including the
history of the African slave trade, slavery in Amer and the vestiges of slavery in this
country, as well as the struggles and contribut@n&frican-Americans.

In all schools offering a secondary agriculturaleation program, courses as required by 105
ILCS 5/2-3.80.

LEGAL REF.: 5 ILCS 465/3 and 465/3a.

20 ILCS 2605/2605-480.

Public Law 108-447, Section 111 of Division J.

105 ILCS 5/2-3.80(e) and (f), 5/27-3, 5/27-5, 585/27-7, 5/27-12, 5/27-12.1, 5/27-13.1,
5/27-13.2, 5/27-20.3, 5/27-20.4, 5/27-20.5, 5/275127-22, 5/27-23, 5/27-23.3, 5/27-
23.4,5/27-23.7, 5/27-24.2, 435/0.01set}, and 110/3.

625 ILCS 5/6-408.5.

CROSS REF.: 6:40 (Curriculum Development), 7:26XefBption from Physical Activity)
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Student Social and Emotional Development

Student social and emotional development shalhberporated in the District’'s educational program
and shall be consistent with the social and ematidavelopment standards to be contained in the
lllinois Learning Standards. The objectives fodssing the needs of students for social and
emotional development through the educational prograre to:

1. Enhance students’ school readiness, academic syuecebuse of good citizenship skills;
2. Foster a safe, supportive learning environment evsardents feel respected and valued;
3. Teach social and emotional skills to all students;
4. Partner with families and the community to promatieidents’ social and emotional
development; and
5. Prevent or minimize mental health problems in stisle
LEGAL REF.: Children’s Mental Health Act of 2003 ILCS 49/1 eseq
CROSS REF.: 6:270 (Guidance and Counseling Prograd)0 (Health Examinations,

Immunizations, and Exclusion of Students), 7:250d8nt Support Services)
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Teaching About Religions

The School District’s curriculum may include thady of religions as they relate to geography,
history, culture, and the development of variotmet groups. The study of religions shall give
neither preferential nor derogatory treatment tp single religious belief or to religion in general
The study of religions shall be treated as an anaxsubject with no emphasis on the advancement
or practice of religion.

LEGAL REF.: School District of Abington Twp v. Saiep 374 U.S. 203 (1963).
Allegheny County v. ACLU Pittsburgh Chaptd®2 U.S. 573, 109 S.Ct. 3086, 106
L.Ed.2d 472 (1989).

CROSS REF.: 6:40 (Curriculum Development), 6:2559g&mblies and Ceremonies)
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Teaching About Controversial Issues

The Superintendent shall ensure that all schoatsp@d presentations and discussions of
controversial or sensitive topics in the instruaiibprogram, including those made by guest speakers
are:

» Age-appropriate. Proper decorum, considering theestts’ ages, should be followed.
» Consistent with the curriculum and serve an edanatipurpose.
* Informative and present a balanced view.
* Respectful of the rights and opinions of everyoBeotional criticisms and hurtful
sarcasm should be avoided.
* Not tolerant of profanity or slander. Disruptivenclct is prohibited and may subject a
student to discipline.
The District specifically reserves its right togtany school-sponsored activity that it determines
violates this policy, is harmful to the District thre students, or violates State or federal law.

CROSS REF.: 6:40 (Curriculum Development), 6:2555@mblies and Ceremonies)
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Instruction

Kindergarten

The District maintains a half-day kindergarten vathinstructional program that fulfills the Distig
curriculum goals and objectives and the requiremehthe State law.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-20.19a, 5/10-20.37, a/tDs22.18.
23 lllLAdmin.Code 81.420.

CROSS REF.: 6:40 (Curriculum Development)
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Using Animals in the Educational Program

Animals may be brought into school facilities folueational purposes according to procedures
developed by the Superintendent assuring: (aanimeal is appropriately housed, humanely cared
for, and properly handled, and (b) students witl lIm®exposed to a dangerous animal or an unhealthy
environment.

Experiments on living animals are prohibited; hoambehavior studies that do not impair an
animal’s health or safety are permissible. Theatiton of dead animals or parts of dead animals
shall be allowed in the classroom only when theatiton exercise contributes to or is a part of an
illustration of pertinent study materials. All desction of animals shall be confined to the clamsro
and must comply with The School Code

Students who object to performing, participatingagnobserving the dissection of animals are
excused from classroom attendance without penaltyg times when such activities are taking
place. No student will be penalized or disciplifiedrefusing to perform, participate in, or obsesav
dissection. The Superintendent or designee stfalim students of: (1) their right to refrain from
performing, participating in, or observing dissentiand (2) which courses contain a dissection unit
and which of those courses offers an alternatiegept.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/2-3.122, 5/27-14, and 11&f$eq

CROSS REF.: 6:40 (Curriculum Development)
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Programs for Students At Risk of Academic Failure and/or Dropping Out of School
and Graduation Incentives Program

The Superintendent or designee shall develop, aiairdnd supervise a program for students at risk
of academic failure or dropping out of school. Tnegram shall include education and support
services addressing individual learning styleseeadevelopment, and social needs, and may include:
» Parent-teacher conferences
» Counseling services by social workers and/or guidaiounselors
» Counseling services by psychologists
» Psychological testing
» Truants’ alternative and optional education program
» Alternative school placement
« Community agency services
» Alternative learning opportunities program, in canmfiity with the Alternative Learning
Opportunities Law, as it may be amended from tio&rhe
» Graduation incentives program
Any student who is below the age of 20 years gildk to enroll in a graduation incentives program
if he or she:
Is considered a dropout according to State law;
Has been suspended or expelled;
Is pregnant or is a parent;
Has been assessed as chemically dependent; or
Is enrolled in a bilingual education or LEP program

arwbdE

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/2-3.41, 5/2-3.66, 5/13B-1set), 5/26-2a, 5/26-13, 5/26-14, and 5/26-
16.

CROSS REF.: 7:70 (Attendance and Truancy)
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Instruction

Education of Children with Disabilities

The District shall provide a free appropriate palelducation in the least restrictive environmermt an
necessary related services to all children withldigies enrolled in the District, as requiredtbg
Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA9nd implementing provisions of The School
Code Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973¢ldne Americans With Disabilities Act. The
term “children with disabilities,” as used in tlpslicy, means children between ages 3 and 21 for
whom it is determined, through definitions and gaheres described in thiénois Rules and
Regulations to Govern the Organization and Admiaigin of Special Educatiqrihat special
education services are needed.

It is the intent of the District to ensure thatdstats who are disabled within the definition of tRet
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are identifievaluated, and provided with appropriate
educational services. Students may be disablédniite meaning of Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act even though they do not reqsieevices pursuant to the IDEA.

For students eligible for services under IDEA, Ehistrict shall follow procedures for identificatipn
evaluation, placement, and delivery of serviceshitdren with disabilities provided in the lllinois
State Board of Education’s Rules and Regulatioriddeern the Administration of Special
Education. For those students who are not eligdslservices under IDEA, but, because of disapbilit
as defined by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation @ct973, need or are believed to need special
instruction or related services, the District skealiablish and implement a system of procedural
safeguards. The safeguards shall cover studelatstification, evaluation, and educational
placement. This system shall include notice, grodpnity for the student’s parent(s)/guardiangs) t
examine relevant records, an impartial hearing wighortunity for participation by the student’s
parent(s)/guardian(s), and representation by cousse a review procedure.

The District may maintain membership in one or nareperative associations of school districts
that shall assist the School District in fulfillimg obligations to the District’s disabled student

If necessary, students may also be placed in ndicmpgecial education programs or education
facilities.

LEGAL REF.: Americans With Disabilities Act, 42 UG 812101 eseq
Individuals With Disabilities Education Act, 20 UGS §1400 eseq
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, 29 U.$T94.
105 ILCS 5/14-1.01 eteq, 5/14-7.02, and 5/14-7.02a.
23 lllLAdmin.Code §226.

CROSS REF.: 2:150 (Committees), 7:230 (Miscondycstudents with Disabilities)
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Program for the Gifted

The Superintendent or designee shall design areédagrogram for gifted and talented students
that is responsive to community needs while conmglyiith Section 14A-30 of The School Cade
order to qualify for State funding, should suchdung become available.

Eligibility to participate in the gifted programahnot be conditioned upon race, religion, sex,
disability, or any factor other than the studerdentification as gifted or talented.

In order to allow the School Board to monitor thdicy, the Superintendent or designee shall report
at least annually on the status of the Districifeed program.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/14A-5 edeq
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Education of Homeless Children

Each child of a homeless individual and each hossefeuth has equal access to the same free,
appropriate public education, as provided to othédren and youths, including a public pre-school
education. A “homeless child” is defined as preddn the McKinney Homeless Assistance Act and
State law. The Superintendent shall act as oriappd.iaison for Homeless Children to coordinate
this policy’s implementation.

A homeless child may attend the District schoot tha child attended when permanently housed or
in which the child was last enrolled. A homeleldcliving in any District school’s attendance are
may attend that school.

The Superintendent or designee shall review andaeules or procedures that may act as barriers to
the enrollment of homeless children and youthsteliewing and revising such procedures,
consideration shall be given to issues concermangsportation, immunization, residency, birth
certificates, school records and other documemtatiod guardianship. Transportation shall be
provided in accordance with the McKinney Homelessistance Act and State law. The
Superintendent or designee shall give specialtaiteto ensuring the enroliment and attendance of
homeless children and youths who are not currettgnding school. If a child is denied enrollment
or transportation under this policy, the Liaison tomeless Children shall immediately refer the
child or his or her parent/guardian to the ombudspeappointed by the Regional Superintendent
and provide the child or his or her parent/guardvith a written explanation for the denial.

Whenever a child and his or her parent/guardian witially share the housing of another person due
to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a sinfikndship continue to share the housing, the Limaiso
for Homeless Children shall, after the passage8ahanths and annually thereafter, conduct a review
as to whether such hardship continues to existéoraance with State law.

LEGAL REF.: McKinney Homeless Assistance Act, 451C. 811431 eteq
105 ILCS 45/1-1 eseq

CROSS REF.: 2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedurd)l@{Transportation), 7:10 (Equal
Educational Opportunities), 7:30 (Student Assignineh50 (School
Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Na@trlbi Schools), 7:60
(Residence), 7:100 (Health Examinations, Immuniretj and Exclusion of
Students)
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Migrant Students

The Superintendent will develop and implement aym to address the needs of migrant children in
the District.

This program will include a means to:

1. Identify migrant students and assess their edutatand related health and social needs.

2. Provide a full range of services to migrant studantluding applicable Title | programs,
special education, gifted education, vocationalcatian, language programs, counseling
programs, and elective classes.

3. Provide migrant children with the opportunity to ehethe same statewide assessment
standards that all children are expected to meet.

4. Provide advocacy and outreach programs to migrdmiildren and their families and
professional development for District staff.

5. Provide parents/guardians an opportunity for megfolrparticipation in the program.

Migrant Education Program for Parents/Guardianslirement

Parents/guardians of migrant students will be imedlin and regularly consulted about the
development, implementation, operation, and evanaif the migrant program.

Parents/guardians of migrant students will recaig&ruction regarding their role in improving the
academic achievement of their children.

LEGAL REF.: 20 U.S.C. 86391 seq
34 C.F.R. §200.80 s&q
105 ILCS 5/14B-6.

CROSS REF.: 6:170 (Title | Programs)
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Home and Hospital Instruction

A student who is absent from school for an extenmitbd of time or ongoing intermittent absences,
because of a medical condition may be eligiblérfstruction in the student’'s home or hospital.
Eligibility shall be determined by the lllinois $aBoard of Education rule governing the continuum
of placement options for home/hospital serviceppr@priate educational services shall begin as
soon as eligibility is established. Instructionalelated services for a student receiving special
education services will be determined by the sttidémdividualized education program.

A student who is unable to attend school becaupeeginancy will be provided home instruction,
correspondence courses, or other courses of itisinumefore the birth of the child when the
student’s physician indicates, in writing, that #henedically unable to attend regular classroom
instruction as well as for up to 3 months afterc¢hiéd’s birth or a miscarriage.

Periodic conferences will be held between apprégsahool personnel, parent(s)/guardian(s), and
hospital staff to coordinate course work and ftatiéi a student’s return to school.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6a, 5/14-13.01, 5/18;4nd 5/18-8.05.
23 lllLAdmin.Code §226.300.

CROSS REF.: 6:120 (Education of Children with Dikts), 7:10 (Equal Educational
Opportunity)
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English Language Learners

The District offers opportunities for resident BsplLanguage Learners to develop high levels of
academic attainment in English and to meet the sarademic content and student academic
achievement standards that all children are exgédotattain. The Superintendent or designee shall
develop and maintain a program for English Languaggeners that will:

1. Assist all English Language Learners to achievelisimgproficiency, facilitate effective
communication in English, and encourage their pdtticipation in school activities and
programs as well as promote participation by theeqa/guardians of English Language
Learners.

2. Appropriately identify students with limited Endligroficiency.

3. Comply with State law regarding the Transitionallirgjual Educational Program and
Transitional Program of Instruction.

4. Comply with any applicable State and federal rezaents for the receipt of grant money for
English Language Learners and programs to serve.the

5. Determine the appropriate instructional program andgironment for English Language
Learners.

6. Annually assess the English proficiency of Englisinguage Learners and monitor their
progress in order to determine their readinesa foainstream classroom environment.

7. Include English Language Learners, to the extemqtiired by State and federal law, in the
District’'s student assessment program to measeie dbhievement in reading/language arts
and mathematics.

8. Provide information to the parents/guardians of [BhgLanguage Learners about: (1) the
reasons for their child’s identification, (2) theinild’s level of English proficiency, (3) the
method of instruction to be used, (4) how the paogmwill meet their child’s needs, (5)
specific exit requirements of the program, (6) htwe program will meet their child’s
individualized education program, if applicable,da(v) information on parent/guardian
rights. Parents/guardians will be regularly apgatisf their child’s progress and involvement
will be encouraged.

Parent Involvement

Parents/guardians of English Language Learnerdwill(1) given an opportunity to provide input to
the program, and (2) provided notification regagdineir child’s placement in, and information
about, the District’'s English Language Learnergmams.
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20 U.S.C. 886312-6319 and 6801.

LEGAL REF.:
34 C.F.R. Part 200.
105 ILCS 5/14C-1 edeq
23 lllLAdmin.Code Part 228.
CROSS REF.: 6:15 (School Accountability), 6:17Qlért Programs), 6:340 (Student Testing

and Assessment Program)
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Title | Programs

The Superintendent or designee shall pursue fundider Title I, Improving the Academic
Achievement of the Disadvantaged, of the Elemerdary Secondary Education Act, to supplement
instructional services and activities in ordermtpiove the educational opportunities of educatignal
disadvantaged or deprived children.

All District schools, regardless of whether thegaige Title | funds, shall provide services thaken

as a whole, are substantially comparable. Teachénsinistrators, and other staff shall be assigned
to schools in a manner that ensures equivalencygiiin@ District’'s schools. Curriculum materials
and instructional supplies shall be provided inaarrer that ensures equivalency among the District’s
schools.

Title | Parental Involvement

The District maintains programs, activities, andgadures for the involvement of parents/guardians
of students receiving services, or enrolled in prags, under Title I. These programs, activitieg, an
procedures are described in District-level and Sthavel compacts.

District-Level Parental Involvement Compact

The Superintendent or designee shall develop aifitevel Parental Involvement Compact
according to Title | requirements. The DistrictvieéParental Involvement Compact shall
contain: (1) the District’s expectations for paeginvolvement, (2) specific strategies for
effective parent involvement activities to impratedent academic achievement and school
performance, and (3) other provisions as requisefiétleral law. The Superintendent or
designee shall ensure that the Compact is diséribiat parents/guardians of students receiving
services, or enrolled in programs, under Title I.

School-Level Parental Involvement Compact

Each Building Principal or designee shall devel@chool-Level Parental Involvement
Compact according to Title | requirements. Thikd@x-Level Parental Involvement Compact
shall contain: (1) a process for continually iy parents/guardians in its development and
implementation, (2) how parents/guardians, theesthool staff, and students share the
responsibility for improved student academic achkieent, (3) the means by which the school
and parents/guardians build and develop a partipeisinelp children achieve the State’s high
standards, and (4) other provisions as require@dgral law. Each Building Principal or
designee shall ensure that the Compact is distribiat parents/guardians of students receiving
services, or enrolled in programs, under Title I.

Incorporated

by Reference 6:170-E1 (District-Level Parentatlvement Compact) and 6:170-E2 (School-
Level Parental Involvement Compact)

LEGAL REF.: Title | of the Elementary and Second&ducation Act, 20 U.S.C. § 6301-6514.

CROSS REF.:  2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedurd)l@(Transportation), 5:190 (Teacher
Qualifications), 5:280 (Duties and Qualification8)15 (School Accountability), 6:140 (EducationHdmeless
Children), 6:145 (Migrant Students), 6:160 (Limitédglish Proficient Students), 7:10 (Equal Educaio
Opportunities), 7:30 (Student Assignment), 7:60sfBence), 7:100 (Health Examinations, Immunizatiamsi
Exclusion of Students), 8:95 (Parental Involvement)
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Extended Instructional Programs

The District may offer the following programs incacdance with State law and the District's
educational philosophy:

1. Nursery schools for children between the agesaf®6 years.

2. Before-and after-school programs for students augs K-6.

3. Child care and training center for pre-school dleitdand for students whose parents work.
4. Model day care program in cooperation with theeSBdard of Education.

5. Tutorial program.

6. Adult education program.

7. Pre-apprenticeship programs.

8. Outdoor education program.

9. Summer school, whether for credit or not.
10. Independent study, whether for credit or not.
11. Chemically dependent prevention program for stuslgrito are, or whose parents/guardians

are, chemically dependent.

12. Activities to address intergroup conflict.
13. Volunteer service credit program.
14. Vocational academy.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-22.18a, 5/10-22.18b, 52m018c, 5/10-22.20, 5/10-22.20b,
5/10-22.20c, 5/10-22.22a, 5/10-22.29, 5/10-22.38A0-22.33B, 5/10-23.2,
5/27-22.1, 5/27-22.3, 5/27-23.6, 110/3, and 438&kq

23 lllLAdmin.Code 8§1.450(b).
CROSS REF.: 6:310 (Credit for Alternative Coursed Brograms, and Course Substitutions),

6:320 (High School Credit for Proficiency)
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Extracurricular and Co-Curricular Activities

The Superintendent must approve an activity in rofaieit to be considered a District-sponsored
extracurricular or co-curricular activity, usingetfollowing criteria:

1. The activity will contribute to the leadership dfiels, social well-being, self-realization, good
citizenship, or general growth of student-partiaisa

Fees assessed students are reasonable and deewd éxe actual cost of operation.

The District has sufficient financial resourcestfoe activity.

Student body desires are considered.

5. The activity will be supervised by a school-appgponsor.

Non-school sponsored student groups are govern@&bayd policy, 7:330Student Use of Buildings
- Equal Access

P wDn

Academic Criteria for Participation

For students in kindergarten through 8th gradéecien of members or participants is at the
discretion of the teachers, sponsors, or coachesgided that the selection criteria conform to the
District’s policies. Students must satisfy all @eanic standards and must comply with the activity’s
rules and the student conduct code.

For high school students, selection of membersadiqgipants is at the discretion of the teachers,
sponsors, or coaches, provided that the selectitaria conform to the District’s policies.
Participation in co-curricular activities is depentupon course selection and successful progress i
those courses. In order to be eligible to parditégn any school-sponsored or school-supported
athletic or extracurricular activity, a student nomaintain an overall __ grade point average. Any
student-participant failing to meet these academiieria shall be suspended from the activity for _
calendar days or until the specified academicréaitare met, whichever is longer.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-20.30 and 5/24-24.

CROSS REF.: 4:170 (Safety), 7:40 (Nonpublic Sci8tabents, Including Parochial and Home-
Schooled Students), 7:240 (Conduct Code for Ppants in Extracurricular
Activities), 7:300 (Extracurricular Athletics), B8 (Student Use of Buildings -
Equal Access); 8:20 (Community Use of School Faed)
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Instructional Materials

All District classrooms and learning centers shdaddequipped with an evenly-proportioned, wide
assortment of instructional materials, includingtbeoks, workbooks, audio-visual materials, and
electronic materials. These materials should pegidality learning experiences for students and:

1. Enrich and support the curriculum;
2. Stimulate growth in knowledge, literary appreciatiaesthetic values, and ethical standards;

3. Provide background information to enable studemtadke informed judgments and promote
critical reading and thinking;

4. Depict in an accurate and unbiased way the cultdiatrsity and pluralistic nature of
American society; and

5. Contribute to a sense of the worth of all peoptgardless of sex, race, religion, nationality,
ethnic origin, sexual orientation, disability, aryaother differences that may exist.
The Superintendent or designee shall annually geoailist of textbooks and instructional materials
used in the District to the School Board. Anyoney/mmspect any textbook or instructional material.

Teachers are encouraged to use supplemental natdsiavhen it will enhance, or otherwise
illustrate, the subjects being taught and to ensuseage-appropriate. No R-rated movie shall be
shown to students unless prior approval is recdingd the Superintendent or designee, and no
movie rated NC-17 (no one 17 and under admitteal) be shown under any circumstances.

Instructional Materials Selection and Adoption

The Superintendent shall approve the selectiofi tdxabooks and instructional materials according
to the standards described in this policy. TheoBtBodegoverns the adoption and purchase of
textbooks and instructional materials.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-20.8, 5/10-20.9, and 51781.

CROSS REF.: 6:30 (Organization of Instruction)06(@urriculum Development), 6:170 (Title
| Programs), 6:260 (Complaints About Curriculunstiactional Materials, and
Programs), 7:10 (Equal Educational Opportunitiés)5 (Student and Family
Privacy Rights), 8:110 (Public Suggestions and dainis)
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Library Resource Center

The Superintendent shall manage the District’aijpresource program according to the following
standards:

1.

The program focuses on enlarging and enriching dhegoing classroom instructional
program.

2. Materials are selected on the basis of encouragjreg acquisition of knowledge and
developing literary, cultural, and aesthetic apjatémn and ethical standards.

3. Staff members are invited to recommend additiorteéccollection.

4. Each school maintains a collection of material ggiports the curriculum and provides for
individual needs, interests, abilities, and mayuetels.

5. Students may freely select resource center mateaimlwell as receive guided selection of
materials appropriate to specific, planned lear@ixgeriences.

CROSS REF.: 6:60 (Curriculum Content), 6:170 (TitRrograms), 6:210 (Instructional

Materials)
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Access to Electronic Networks

Electronic networks, including the Internet, angaat of the District’s instructional program andvee
to promote educational excellence by facilitatiagaurce sharing, innovation, and communication.
The Superintendent shall develop an implementatian for this policy and appoint system
administrator(s).

The School District is not responsible for any mfation that may be lost or damaged, or become
unavailable when using the network, or for any tinfation that is retrieved or transmitted via the
Internet. Furthermore, the District will not bespensible for any unauthorized charges or fees
resulting from access to the Internet.

Curriculum

The use of the District’s electronic networks shéll) be consistent with the curriculum adopted by
the District as well as the varied instructionatd®, learning styles, abilities, and developmental
levels of the students, and (2) comply with thestbn criteria for instructional materials and
library-media center materials. Staff members noapsistent with the Superintendent’s
implementation plan, use the Internet throughoetdirriculum.

The District’s electronic network is part of theridoulum and is not a public forum for general use.

Acceptable Use

All use of the District’s electronic network must:b(1) in support of education and/or researct, an
be in furtherance of the goals stated herein, Jofof2a legitimate school business purpose. Use is
privilege, not a right. Students and staff memibenge no expectation of privacy in any materiat tha
is stored, transmitted, or received via the Disgielectronic network or District computers. Geale
rules for behavior and communications apply whenguslectronic networks. The District’s
Authorization for Electronic Network Accesantains the appropriate uses, ethics, and prbtoco
Electronic communications and downloaded matdrialuding files deleted from a user’s account
but not erased, may be monitored or read by sabféiolals.

Internet Safety

Each District computer with Internet access shalleha filtering device that blocks entry to visual
depictions that are: (1) obscene, (2) pornogrammi¢3) harmful or inappropriate for students, as
defined by federal law and as determined by theeBuoggndent or designee. The Superintendent or
designee shall enforce the use of such filteringo#s. An administrator, supervisor, or other
authorized person may disable the filtering detizdoona fide research or other lawful purpose,
provided the person receives prior permission floeSuperintendent or system administrator. The
Superintendent or designee shall include measnrbssi policy’s implementation plan to address the
following:

1. Limiting student access to inappropriate matterwadl as restricting access to harmful
materials,

2. Student safety and security when using electrommsrounications,

3. Limiting unauthorized access, including “hackingitdeother unlawful activities, and

4. Limiting unauthorized disclosure, use, and dissatiom of personal identification
information.
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Authorization for Electronic Network Access

Each staff member must sign the Districkisthorization for Electronic Network Access a
condition for using the District’s electronic netikoEach student and his or her parent(s)/guarsjan(
must sign théuthorizationbefore being granted unsupervised use.

All users of the District's computers and meanitdrnet access shall maintain the confidentialfty
student records. Reasonable measures to pro@osagnreasonable access shall be taken before
confidential student information is loaded onto tledwork.

The failure of any student or staff member to falline terms of théuthorization for Electronic
Network Accesr this policy, will result in the loss of priegjes, disciplinary action, and/or
appropriate legal action.

LEGAL REF.: No Child Left Behind Act, 20 U.S.C. 8B7.
Children’s Internet Protection Act, 47 U.S.C. 8254nd (I).
Enhances Education Through Technology, 20 U.S.GEétseq
720 ILCS 135/0.01.

CROSS REF.: 5:100 (Staff Development Program),®(Copyright), 6:40 (Curriculum
Development), 6:210 (Instructional Materials), @4Bibrary Resource Center),
6:260 (Complaints About Curriculum, Instructionahtdrials, and Programs),
7:130 (Student Rights and Responsibilities), 7:@&0dent Discipline), 7:310
(Publications)
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Field Trips

Field trips are permissible when the experiencesaarintegral part of the school curriculum and/or
contribute to the District’s educational goals.

All field trips must have the Superintendent origese’s prior approval, except that field trips
beyond a 200-mile radius of the school or extendwernight must have the prior approval of the
Board. The following factors are analyzed wheredrining whether to approve a field trip:
educational value, student safety, parent conchrightened security alerts, and liability concerns
On all field trips, a bus fee set by the Superidém or designee may be charged to help defray the
transportation costs.

Parents/guardians of students: (1) shall be dgiveropportunity to consent to their child’s
participation in any field trip, and (2) are respitnte for all entrance fees, food, lodging, or othe
costs, except that the District will pay such cdstsstudents who qualify for free or reduced s¢hoo
lunches. All non-participating students shall beviled an alternative experience. Any field trip
may be cancelled without notice due to dangerudesits, staff, or chaperones. Monies deposited
may be forfeited.

CROSS REF.: 7:270 (Administering Medicines to Shisle
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Community Resource Persons and Volunteers

The School Board encourages the use of resoursergeand volunteers to: (1) increase students’
educational attainment, (2) provide enrichment éepees for students, (3) increase the effective
utilization of staff time and skills, (4) give moirdividual attention to students, and (5) promote
greater community involvement.

Resource persons and volunteers may be used:

1. For non-teaching duties not requiring instructigndgment or evaluation of students;

2. For supervising study halls, long distance teachiegeption areas used incident to
instructional programs transmitted by electronidiadsuch as computers, video, and audio),
detention and discipline areas, and school-spodsetgacurricular activities;

3. To assist with academic programs under a certdtcéacher’'s immediate supervision;
4. As a guest lecturer or resource person under Hicaied teacher’s direction and with the
administration’s approval; or

5. As supervisors, chaperones, or sponsors for notheatia school activities.
The Superintendent shall establish proceduressfmrsng and screening resource persons and
volunteers. A person who is a “sex offender,” eiréd by the Sex Offender Registration Act, or a
“violent offender against youth,” as defined in tBkild Murderer and Violent Offender Against
Youth Registration Act, is prohibited from beingesource person or volunteer.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-22.34, 5/10-22.34a, aftbs22.34b.
730 ILCS 152/101 edeq and 154/75-105.

CROSS REF.: 4:170 (Safety), 5:280 (Duties and Qcations), 8:30 (Visitors to and Conduct
on School Property), 8:95 (Parental Involvement)
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Assemblies and Ceremonies

Assemblies must be approved by the Superintendeatgsignee and be consistent with the District's
educational objectives.

The District shall not endorse or otherwise proniotecations, benedictions, and group prayers at
any school assembly, ceremony, or other schoolssped activity.

LEGAL REF.: Lee v. Weismgri12 S.Ct. 2649 (1992).
Santa Fe Independent School District v. Dii#) S.Ct. 2266 (2000).
Jones v. Clear Creek Independent School Dis®ict F.2d 963 (5th Cir., 1992),
reh’g denied 983 F.2d 234 (5th Cir., 1992) andrt. denied113 S.Ct. 2950
(1993).

CROSS REF.: 6:70 (Teaching About Religion), 6:88gdhing About Controversial Issues)
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Complaints About Curriculum, Instructional Materials, and Programs

Persons with suggestions or complaints about cuunc, instructional materials, and programs
should complete a curriculum objection form andiee the Uniform Grievance Procedure. A
parent/guardian may request that his/her childdeengt from using a particular instructional materia
or program by completing a curriculum objectiomfior

CROSS REF.: 2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedurd)l@{Public Suggestions and
Complaints)
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Guidance and Counseling Program

The School District provides a guidance and coumggrogram for students. The Superintendent or
designee shall direct the District’s guidance amghseling program. School counseling services, as
described by State law, may be performed by a fig@iljuidance specialist or any certificated staff
member.

[For Elementary and Unit Districts]

Each staff member is responsible for effectivelidmg students under his/her supervision in order t
provide early identification of intellectual, emmtial, social, or physical needs, diagnosis of any
learning disabilities, and development of educatigrotential. The District’s counselors shall offe
counseling to those students who require additiassilstance.

[For High School and Unit Districts]

The guidance program will assist students to ifientireer options consistent with their abilities,
interests, and personal values. Students shalhbeuraged to seek the help of counselors to develo
specific curriculum goals that conform to the snitfecareer objectives. High school juniors and
seniors will have the opportunity to receive camgented information. Representatives from
colleges and universities, occupational trainirgjifations and career-oriented recruiters, inclgdin
the military, may be given access to the schoolpzesin order to provide students and
parents/guardians with information.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-22.24a and 5/10-22.24b.
23 lllLAdmin.Code 881.420(q).

CROSS REF.: 6:65 (Student Social and Emotionakld@ment), 6:50 (School Wellness),
6:110 (Programs for Students At Risk of AcademiituFa and/or Dropping Out
of School and Graduation Incentives Program), 6(E2lucation of Children
with Disabilities), 6:130 (Program for the Gifted)100 (Health and Dental
Examinations, Immunizations, and Exclusion of Stuslg 7:250 (Student
Support Services)
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Grading and Promotion

The Superintendent shall establish a system ofirggaahd reporting academic achievement to
students and their parents/guardians. The sydtathadso determine when promotion and
graduation requirements are met. The decisiondmpte a student to the next grade level shall be
based on successful completion of the curriculutendance, performance based on lllinois
Standards Achievement Tests, the lowa Test of Balgits, or other testing. A student shall not be
promoted based upon age or any other social reagaelated to academic performance. The
administration shall determine remedial assistéoce student who is not promoted.

Every teacher shall maintain an evaluation recoretch student in the teacher’s classroom. A
District administrator cannot change the final gradsigned by the teacher without notifying the
teacher.Reasons for changing a student’s final grade irclud

A miscalculation of test scores,
» Atechnical error in assigning a particular gradsaore,
» The teacher agrees to allow the student to do &drk that may impact the grade,
* An inappropriate grading system used to deterntinggtade, or
* An inappropriate grade based on an appropriatargyaystem.
Should a grade change be made, the administratangine change must sign the changed record.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-20.9a, 5/10-21.8, and/52Z.

CROSS REF.: 6:300 (Graduation Requirements), /868dol Admissions and Student
Transfers To and From Non-District Schools)
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Homework

Homework is a necessary part of the District'sringional program. Homework is assigned to
further a student’s educational development arhiapplication or adaptation of a classroom
experience. The Superintendent shall provide guielao ensure that homework:

Is used to reinforce and apply previously cover@atcepts, principles, and skills;

Is not assigned for disciplinary purposes;

Serves as a communication link between the schabparents/guardians;

Encourages independent thought, self-direction,satfediscipline; and

Is of appropriate frequency and length, and dodsbecome excessive, according to the
teacher’s best professional judgment.

arwdE
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Graduation Requirements

Unless otherwise exempted, each student must sfattgsaccomplish the following in order to
graduate from high school:

1. Complete all District graduation requirements tr&t in addition to the State requirements.

2. Complete all courses as provided_ in The School Cb@B ILCS 5/27-22, according to the
year in which a student entered the 9th grade.

3. Complete all minimum requirements for graduationspscified by Illinois State Board of
Education rule, 23 lll.Admin.Code §1.440.

4. Pass an examination on patriotism and principlegfesentative government, proper use of
the flag, methods of voting, and the Pledge of dilace.

5. Take the Prairie State Achievement Examinationessithe student is exempt according to
105 ILCS 5/2-3.64.

The Superintendent or designee is responsible(igrmaintaining a description of all course
offerings that comply with the above graduatioruiegments, (2) notifying students and their
parents/guardians of graduation requirements,€8g¢ldping the criteria for determining when a
student accomplishes number 5 as well as a methraddording that fact in the student’s school
record, and (4) taking all other actions to impleirtéis policy.

Early Graduation

The Superintendent or designee shall implementgphaes for students to graduate early, provided
they finish 7 semesters of high school and megjratiuation requirements.

Certificate of Completion

A student with a disability who has an IndividualizEducation Program prescribing special
education, transition planning, transition serviaggelated services beyond the student’s 4 yafars
high school, qualifies for a certificate of compbetafter the student has completed 4 years of high
school. The student is encouraged to participathd graduation ceremony of his or her high school
graduation class. The Superintendent or desigmeovide timely written notice of this
requirement to children with disabilities and thearents/guardians.

Veterans of World War 1l or the Korean Conflict

Upon application, an honorably discharged vetefaWarld War 1l or the Korean Conflict will be
awarded a diploma, provided that he or she: diYlesl within an area currently within the Distratt
the time he or she left high school, (2) left higihool before graduating in order to serve in tie. U
Armed Forces, and (3) has not received a high $ahiploma or General Educational Development
(GED) diploma.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/2-3.64, 5/22-27, 5/27-3, &id7-22.
23 lllLAdmin.Code 81.440.

CROSS REF.: 6:30 (Organization of Instruction) 28 3Credit for Proficiency), 7:50 (School
Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Na@trbi Schools)
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Credit for Alternative Courses and Programs, and Course Substitutions

[For high school and unit districts]

Correspondence Courses

A student enrolled in a correspondence course e@sive high school credit for work completed,
provided:

1. The course is given by an institution accreditedh®yNorth Central Association of Colleges
and Secondary Schools;
2. The student is a fourth or fifth year senior;
3. The student assumes responsibility for all feed; an
4. The Building Principal approves the course in adean
A maximum of 6 units of credit may be counted tadvéire requirements for a student’s high school
graduation.

Distance Learning Courses, Including Virtual or idalCourses

A student enrolled in a distance learning coursguding a virtual or online course, may receive
high school credit for work completed, provided:

1. The course is offered by an institution approvedhigySuperintendent or designee;

2. The course is not offered at the student’s higloskh

3. The student assumes responsibility for all feed(fting tuition and textbooks); and

4. The Building Principal approves the course in adean
Students may be limited as to the number of distdegrning courses that apply toward high school
credit. Grades earned in approved distance leguaonrses count toward a student’s grade point
average, class rank, and eligibility for athletnzla@xtra-curricular activities. The District magyp
the fee for expelled students who are permittddie virtual or online courses in alternative sgfsi

Exchange Programs

An exchange student will be granted a diploma ibhshe completes the criteria for graduation
established by the State of lllinois and the SciwmArd. The School Board may grant a certificdite o
attendance to exchange students.

District students will receive high school credit foreign exchange courses that meet the criteria
established in the curriculum and that are apprdyetthe Building Principal. International study
course work not meeting District requirements maylaced in the student’s permanent record and
recorded as an international study experience.

Summer School and Independent Study

A student will receive high school credit for sussiilly completing: (1) any course given by an
institution accredited by the North Central Asstioiaof Colleges and Secondary Schools, and (2)
independent study in a curriculum area not offénethe District, provided the student obtains the
consent of a supervising teacher as well as thieliBgiPrincipal.

College Courses

A student who successfully completes communityeg@lcourses may receive high school credit,
provided:

1. The student is a senior in good academic standing;
2. The course is not offered in the high school cuftm;
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3. The course is approved in advance by the studgnttsance counselor and the High School
Principal; and
4. The student assumes responsibility for all fees.
A maximum of 6 units of credit may be counted tadvire requirements for a student’s high school
graduation.

Foreign Language Courses

A student will receive high school credit by stustyiforeign language in an approved ethnic school
program, provided such program meets the minimamdstrds established by the State Board of
Education.

The amount of credit will be based on foreign laamgi proficiency achieved. The Building Principal
may require a student seeking foreign languagdtdeduccessfully complete a foreign language
proficiency examination.

Military Service

The School Board may accept military service exgmee as credit toward graduation, provided the
student making the request has a recommendationtfre U.S. Commission of Accreditation of
Service Experiences. The student seeking credlit stpply any documents or transcripts necessary
to support the request.

Volunteer Service Credit Program

A student may earn high school credit through comityiservice activities. The Superintendent
shall implement the volunteer service credit pragta ensure student enrichment, educational
growth, and personal welfare. Students shall veciie amount of credit given for the completion of
one semester of language arts, math, sciencecia studies.

Youth Apprenticeship Vocational Education Progrdraah Prep)

Students participating in the Youth Apprenticestigrational Education Program (Tech Prep) may
earn credit toward graduation for work-relatedrirag received at manufacturing facilities or
agencies.

Vocational Academy

Students enrolled in the Vocational Academy eaedittoward graduation as provided in the
Academy’s design.

Substitutions for Physical Education and Other ReguCourses

A student in grades 9-12 may satisfy one or mogh Bthool courses (including physical education)
or graduation requirements by successfully commdetielated vocational or technical education
courses if:

1. The Building Principal approves the substitutiord dhe vocational or technical education
course is completely described in curriculum matealong with its relationship to the
required course; and

2. The student’s parent/guardian request and appriegestibstitution in writing on forms
provided by the District.

A student in grades 9-12, unless otherwise statag,submit a written request to the Building
Principal to be excused from physical educatiorrsesifor the reasons stated below. The
Superintendent or designee shall maintain recdrowisg that the criteria set forth in this policy
were applied to the student’s individual circumsts
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1. Enrollment in a marching band program for credit;
Enroliment in Reserve Officer’s Training Corps (RC)Tprogram sponsored by the District;

3. Ongoing participation in an interscholastic atligirogram (student must be in the 11th or
12th grade);

4. Enrollment in academic classes that are requiredadionission to an institution of higher
learning (student must be in the 11th or 12th graate

5. Enrollment in academic classes that are requiredyfaduation from high school, provided
that failure to take such classes will result ie #tudent being unable to graduate (student
must be in the 11th or 12th grade).

A student in grades 3-12 who is eligible for spkee@ucation may be excused from physical
education courses if:

n

1. The student’s parent/guardian agrees that the rstudest utilize the time set aside for
physical education to receive special educatiopst@nd services, or

2. The student’s individualized education program tegatermines that the student must utilize
the time set aside for physical education to rexepecial education support and services.

The agreement or determination must be made aptre individualized education program. A
student requiring adapted physical education nagstive that service in accordance with the
student’s individualized education program.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/2-3.44, 5/2-3.108, 5/2-3.11%10-22.43a, 5/27-6, 5/27-22.3, and
5/27-22.05.
23 lllLAdmin.Code §81.420(p), 1.440(j), and 4.450(c

CROSS REF.: 6:180 (Extended Instructional Progra8pP0 (Graduation Requirements),
6:320 (Credit for Proficiency), 7:260 (Exemptioorn Physical Activity)
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High School Credit for Proficiency

Subject to the limitations in this policy and Stk#ter, the Superintendent is authorized to establish
and approve a program for granting credit for mieficy with the goal of allowing a student who
would not benefit from a course because the studgrbficient in the subject area to receive dredi
without having to take the course. A student wamdnstrates competency under this program will
receive course credit for the applicable coursel@nexcused from any requirement to take the
course as a graduation prerequisite. No lettategvéll be given for purposes of the student’s
cumulative grade point average. The Superintenaledésignee shall notify students of the
availability of and requirements for receiving petgncy credit.

Proficiency credit will be offered in the followirgbject areas:

Practice driving portion of driver's education - In order to receive credit, a student must
pass a proficiency examination. A student is bl@io take a proficiency examination any
time after completing 3 hours of practice drivingder direct, individual instruction.

Consumer education- In order to receive credit, a student must passAnnual Consumer
Education Proficiency Test developed by the Stater® of Education. A student in grades 9
through 12 is eligible to take the proficiency exaation.

Foreign language -A student is eligible to receive one year of foreilgnguage credit if the
student has graduated from an accredited elemesthnol and can demonstrate proficiency,
according to this District’'s academic criteria,anlanguage other than English. A student
who demonstrates proficiency in American Sign Lagglis deemed proficient in a foreign
language and will receive one year of foreign lagg credit. A student who studied a
foreign language in an approved ethnic school @rogis eligible to receive appropriate
credit according to the level of proficiency readththe student may be required to take a
proficiency examination.

Other proficiency testing - The program for granting credit for proficiency maljow, as
the Superintendent deems appropriate, course dredie awarded on the basis of a local
examination to a student who has achieved the sageproficiency through independent
study or work taken in or through another instinti Proficiency testing may also be used to
determine eligible credit for other subjects whearestudents enter from non-graded schools,
non-recognized or non-accredited schools, or weeetiome-schooling program.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-22.43, 5/10-22.43a, 54271, 5/27-22, 5/27-24.3, and 5/27-24.4.
23 lllLAdmin.Code §1.460.

CROSS REF.: 6:180 (Extended Instructional Progra8p0 (Graduation Requirements),
6:310 (Credit for Alternative Courses and Prograams, Course Substitutions),
7:40 (Nonpublic School Students, Including Pardchiel Home-Schooled
Students)
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Achievement and Awards

[High school and unit districts orjly

Grade Point Average, Class Rank, and Class Honlbr Ro

The Superintendent shall maintain a uniform proé@ssecondary schools to calculate, on at least a
yearly basis, each student’s grade point averadelass rank, as well as an honor roll for eachscla
[All districtg]

Awards and Honors

The Superintendent shall maintain a uniform proéespresenting awards and honors for
outstanding scholarship, achievement, and/or djstghed service in school activities in such a way
as to minimize bias and promote fairness. The Sueadent shall supervise the selection of the
recipient(s).

All donations for awards, honors, and scholarshipst receive the School Board’s prior approval.
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Student Testing and Assessment Program

The District student assessment program providesnmation for determining individual student
achievement and guidance needs, curriculum andigtisin effectiveness, as well as school
performance measured against District studentileguobjectives and statewide norms.

The Superintendent or designee shall develop goelgise a student assessment program and shall
provide appropriate data to the Board to allow itonitor the program’s results. The program will:

1. Use the State assessment system and any otherpdpf@oassessment methods and
instruments, including norm and criterion-referahcachievement tests, aptitude tests,
proficiency tests, and teacher-developed tests.

2. Conform to the schedule required by State lawmdy include testing students in grades not
required by State law to be tested.

3. Be uniformly applied to all students who are regdito be tested, including: (a) students in a
State approved transitional bilingual educatioransitional program, and (b) students who
have an Individualized Educational Plan (IEP).

4. Emphasize professional testing practices.

Overall student assessment data on tests requir8thke law will be aggregated by the District and
reported, along with other information, on the Bi$ts annual report card. Board policy 7:340,
Student Recordsind its implementing procedures govern recordkgegnd access issues.

LEGAL REF.: Family Educational Rights and Privacgt 20 U.S.C. §1232g.
105 ILCS 5/2-3.63, 5/2-3.64, 5/10-17a, and 5/27-1.

CROSS REF.: 6:15 (School Accountability), 7:34Qufeint Records)



