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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
OF 

BOARD OF EDUCATION, SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 172 
ADAMS COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

HELD ON JULY 15, 2026 – 6:00 P.M. 
 

Meeting Convened 
 
The Board of Education of School District No. 172, Adams County, Illinois, met in regular session on 
July 15, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the Board of Education Office, Room 214, 1416 Maine Street, Quincy, 
Illinois, in said school district.  
   
Roll Call 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Arns, who directed the secretary to call the roll. On the call 
of the roll, the following members were present and answered to- their names: Members Arns, Brock, 
Davis, Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the following members were absent: Member Dodd. 
Whereupon the President declared a quorum was present.  
 
Moment of Silence 
  
President Arns declared a moment of silence and reflection. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Dr. Gray. 
 
Questions and Comments 
 
President Arns opened the meeting to questions and comments to members of the Board, by members of 
the public and employees of the district, in compliance with state statutes. There were none. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
It was moved by Member Davis and seconded by Member Arns to approve the following items on the 
Consent Agenda: 
 

a. Treasurer’s Report  
b. Minutes–June 24, 2026 
c. Check Register and JH/SH Activity Fund Reports 
d. Acknowledge receipt of the Freedom of Information Log: June 20 through July 10, 2026 

(Information Only)  
 
On the call of the roll, the following members were present and answered to their names: Members Arns, 
Brock, Davis, Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the following members were absent: Member Dodd. 
Whereupon the President declared the motion carried.  
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Reports of the Superintendent/Staff 
  
Dr. Gray reported that his first ten days in Quincy had been very positive, describing the position as an 
excellent opportunity and commending the community for its warm reception and support. He shared that 
he looks forward to serving the district and will provide an update on preparations for the upcoming 
school year during next month’s Superintendent’s Report. 
 
Building Committee  

The Building Committee did not meet in July. 
 
District Improvement Committee 
 
The District Improvement Committee did not meet in July. 
 
Finance Committee 
 
The Finance Committee reviewed the Fall 2025 Food, Non-Food, and related supply bids, as well as the 
District’s year-end financial results. Mr. Whicker reported that the District had completed 100% of the 
fiscal year and that Education Fund expenditures through June 2026 totaled 92.31% of the budgeted amount. 
The Committee reviewed the final fiscal year financial statements and noted that all funds ended the year 
under budget. 
 
Discipline Committee 
 
The Discipline Committee  did not meet in July. 
 
Policy Committee 
 
The Policy Committee did not meet in July. 
 
2026-2027 Food/Non-Food and Value Pass-Through Items Bid 
 
It was recommended by the Finance Committee and moved by Member Arns to approve the lowest bids 
for food/ non-food and VPT items from Kohl Wholesale at a cost of $817,719.27 (Doc. Reg. No. 4039). 
On the call of the roll, the following members were present and answered to their names: Members Arns, 
Brock, Davis, Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the following members were absent: Member Dodd. 
Whereupon the President declared the motion carried.  
 
2026-2027 Milk Bid 
 
It was recommended by the Finance Committee and moved by Member Arns to approve the bid for 
milk from Prairie Farms at a low escalator cost of $340,471.25 (Doc. Reg. No. 4039). On the call of the 
roll, the following members were present and answered to their names: Members Arns, Brock, Davis, 
Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the following members were absent: Member Dodd. Whereupon the 
President declared the motion carried.  
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2026-2027 Bread Bid 
 
It was recommended by the Finance Committee and moved by Member Arns to approve the bid for 
bread from Kohl Wholesale at a cost of $53,474.12 (Doc. Reg. No. 4039.). On the call of the roll, the 
following members were present and answered to their names: Members Arns, Brock, Davis, Petty, 
Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the following members were absent: Member Dodd. Whereupon the 
President declared the motion carried.  
 
2026-2027 Produce Bid 
 
It was recommended by the Finance Committee and moved by Member Arns to approve the bid for 
produce to Kohl Wholesale at a cost of $75,827.95 (Doc. Reg. No. 4039). On the call of the roll, the 
following members were present and answered to their names: Members Arns, Brock, Davis, Petty, 
Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the following members were absent: Member Dodd. Whereupon the 
President declared the motion carried.  
 
Discipline Committee 
 
The Discipline Committee did not meet in July. 
 
Policy Committee 
 
The Policy Committee did not meet in July. 
 
Resolution on Tentative 2026-2027 QAVTC Budget 

It was moved by Member Brock and seconded by Member Arns to approve the Resolution  on 
Presentation of Tentative 2026-2027 Quincy Area Vocational Technical Center Budget and set hearing 
date as August 26, 2026 (Doc. Reg. No. 4040). On the call of the roll, the following members were 
present and answered to their names: Members Arns, Brock, Davis, Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the 
following members were absent: Member Dodd. Whereupon the President declared the motion carried.  
 

Resolution on Tentative 2026-2027 West Central Regional Budget 

It was moved by Member Brock and seconded by Member Davis to approve the Resolution on 
Presentation of Tentative 2026-2027 West Central Regional Budget and set hearing date as August 26, 
2026 (Doc. Reg. No. 4041). On the call of the roll, the following members were present and answered to 
their names: Members Arns, Brock, Davis, Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the following members 
were absent: Member Dodd. Whereupon the President declared the motion carried.  
 

Resolution on Tentative 2026-2027 Special Education Association Budgets 

It was moved by Member Arns and seconded by Member Davis to approve the Resolution on Presentation 
of Tentative 2026-2027 Special Education Budgets and set hearing date as August 26, 2026 (Doc. Reg. 
No. 4042). On the call of the roll, the following members were present and answered to their names: 
Members Arns, Brock, Davis, Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the following members were absent: 
Member Dodd. Whereupon the President declared the motion carried.  
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QAVTC Intro to Careers in Health Course Change  

It was moved by Member Petty and seconded by Member Arns to approve the QAVTC Intro to Careers 
in Health Course Change from one full credit to one-half credit with no change to course content (Doc. 
Reg. No. 4043). On the call of the roll, the following members were present and answered to their names: 
Members Arns, Brock, Davis, Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the following members were absent: 
Member Dodd. Whereupon the President declared the motion carried.  

Community Engagement and Financial Planning Presentation  
Member Petty shared remarks summarizing the district’s year-long community engagement process and 
thanked community members, staff, and stakeholders for their participation. The Board reviewed key 
priorities identified through community feedback, including maintaining strong educational programs, 
providing competitive staff compensation, and ensuring safe and effective school facilities. The Board 
also reviewed financial projections showing significant operating deficits by the 2027–2028 school year, 
with an estimated $5 million in budget reductions needed absent additional revenue. Members 
emphasized the importance of proactively addressing financial challenges to protect educational 
opportunities, support students and staff, maintain facilities, and sustain the district’s long-term financial 
stability. 
 
County School Facility Tax Referendum Discussion  
The Board discussed a proposed County School Facility Tax referendum as the first phase of a broader 
financial strategy. Members noted that the referendum would create a dedicated funding source for school 
facilities, school resource officers, and mental health professionals while reducing reliance on property 
taxes. The Board reviewed how revenue would be distributed among eligible Adams County school 
districts and noted that the measure would be decided by countywide voter referendum.  
 
Resolution to Place the County School Facility Occupation Tax Referendum on Ballot  
 
It was moved by Member Petty and seconded by Member Arns to approve the Resolution to Place the 
County School Facility Occupation Tax (CSFST) Referendum on the November 3, 2026 General 
Election Ballot (Doc. Reg. No. 4044).  On the call of the roll, the following members were present and 
answered to their names: Members Arns, Brock, Davis, Petty, and Whitfield; and the following members 
voted Nay: Member Sethaler, and the following members were absent: Member Dodd. Whereupon the 
President declared the motion carried.  
 
Statement Regarding Personnel Matter 
Board Member Sethaler read a statement regarding a personnel matter currently under review by legal 
counsel with expertise in school-related litigation. Legal counsel is evaluating all available information. 
 

Executive Session  
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At 6:23 p.m., it was moved by Member Brock and seconded by Member Davis that the Board suspend 
the rules and go into executive session to discuss: a) the appointment, employment, compensation, 
discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the School District; and  j) attorney/client 
privilege or other matters appropriate for a closed meeting pursuant to the Open Meetings Act. On the 
call of the roll, the following members were present and answered to their names: Members Arns, Brock, 
Davis, Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the following members were absent: Member Dodd. 
Whereupon the President declared the motion carried.  
 
Resumption of Rules   
 
It was moved by Member Petty and seconded by Member Whitfield to resume the conduct of the 
regular meeting under rules. On the call of the roll, the following members were present and answered to 
their names: Members Arns, Brock, Davis, Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the following members 
were absent: Member Dodd. Whereupon the President declared the motion carried.  
 
Personnel Addendum 
 
It was moved by Member Davis and seconded by Member Arns to approve the Personnel Addendum. 
On the call of the roll, the following members were present and answered to their names: Members Arns, 
Brock, Davis, Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the following members were absent: Member Dodd. 
Whereupon the President declared the motion carried.  

 

 

  

  

    

        
        

PERSONNEL ADDENDUM   

QUINCY BOARD OF EDUCATION   

JULY 15, 2026   
CERTIFIED 

APPOINTMENT 
1 C/R LINDSAY STRUCK - ACADEMIC LEADER – BALDWIN 07/01/2026 211 DAYS, MA+30, STEP 29, $67,850.00 

$10,075.72– ADDITIONAL 30 DAYS 
$4,875.00 – EVALUATOR STIPEND 
$82,000.72– TOTAL SALARY 

2 C/R SALLY MARKERT - ACADEMIC LEADER – LINCOLN-DOUGLAS 07/01/2026 211 DAYS, MA+10, STEP 21, $58,310.00 
$8,659.03– ADDITIONAL 30 DAYS 
$4,875.00 – EVALUATOR STIPEND 
$71,844.03– TOTAL SALARY 

3 R LYNN RAKERS - ACADEMIC LEADER – DENMAN 07/01/2026 207 DAYS, BA+20, STEP 16, $51,370.00  
$6,611.31– ADDITIONAL 26 DAYS 
$4,875.00 – EVALUATOR STIPEND 
$62,856.31– TOTAL SALARY 

4 C/R KELSEA HOSKINS – LEARNING LAB, QJHS 26-27 SCH YR SALARY TBD 
5 R BRIAN WALKER – DEAN, QJHS 26-27 SCH YR SALARY TBD 
6 - CARRIE WYATT – SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKER, DISTRICT  26-27 SCH YR DECLINED POSITION, NO LONGER STARTING 
7 - ALEA VANDEVEIDE – MS ELA, QJHS  26-27 SCH YR DECLINED POSITION, NO LONGER STARTING 
8 C/R GAYANNE DAUGHERTY – SPECIAL ED, QJHS 26-27 SCH YR SALARY TBD 

RESIGNATIONS 
9  KARA JANSEN – ENGLISH – QHS 06/23/2026  

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
10  BRENDA STALDER – TEACHER – QHS UPDATE 04/13/2026 – 06/01/2026 
RETIREMENTS 
11  SANDRA CANN– TEACHER – ROONEY END OF 26-27 

SCH YR 
 

PERSONNEL CODES 
$$ - New operating Fund Position (increase in FTE) 
B -   Paid for by Booster Clubs 
C -   Change in classification or position 
O -   Other 
P -   New Project Fund position 
PR - Replacement for Project Fund position 
R -   Replacement for vacant Operating Fund Position 
S -   Summer School 
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EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT 
CLASSIFIED 

APPOINTMENT 
12 - TARA SIMMONS – PARA, QHS 26-27 SCH YR DECLINED POSITION, NO LONGER STARTING 
13 - AMANDA REED – PARA, QHS 26-27 SCH YR DECLINED POSITION, NO LONGER STARTING 
14 R MATTHEW SOWERS - MID-DAY CUSTODIAN – ILES 06/24/2026 260 DAY, STEP 0, $16.05/HR 
15 R GERALD TRUSLEY – MEDIA PARA, DENMAN  26-27 SCH YR SALARY TBD 
16 R MACKENZIE CARTER – PARA - DENMAN  26-27 SCH YR SALARY TBD 
17 R SOPHIA KAHS - NIGHT CUSTODIAN – QJHS 07/01/2026 260 DAYS, 40HR/WK, $16.25/HR 
18 R IZABELLA HOLMAN – PARA, QHS 26-27 SCH YR SALARY TBD 
19 R DAVID HARMON - DAY CUSTODIAN – QJHS 07/27/2026 260 DAYS, 40HR/WK, $16.25/HR 
RESIGNATIONS 
20  BARB OENNING – KITCHEN HELPER - QHS 05/19/2026  
21  KRISTINA DULA - COOK – QHS 05/22/2026  
22  KENDALL HERMAN – PARA – ECFC 06/24/2026  
23  BARB OENNING – KITCHEN HELPER – QHS 05/19/2026  
24  DANIEL WELLS – BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL CHILDCARE – DENMAN 06/25/2026 (RESIGNING CHILDCARE POSITION ONLY) 
25  MATTHEW SOWERS - MID-DAY CUSTODIAN – ILES 07/14/2026  
26  JENNA VANDAVEER– FAMILY SUPPORT SPECIALIST – ECFC 06/29/2026  
27  DARLA FESLER – NURSE – ILES 07/06/2026  
28  REBECCA COOKSON – COOK – QHS 07/08/2026  
LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
29  ALEX TULEY – TRANSPORTATION  08/12/2026 – 09/09/2026 
30  ALEXIS CRAWFORD – SSFL – DENMAN  08/12/2026 – 11/02/2026 
31  PEGGY WILSON – COOK – LINCOLN-DOUGLAS  05/13/2026 – 06/22/2026 
32  KRISTIN STINNETT – ADM. ASST. – SPECIAL ED – BOE UPDATE 06/16/2026 – 06/29/2026 (8 DAYS) 
33  AMBER SCHAFER – SECRETARY – ILES UPDATE INTERMITTENT, 11/18/2025 – END OF 25-26 

SCH YR (92 DAYS) 
RETIREMENTS 
34  SARAH COOK– PARA – QJHS 07/01/2026  

 

 
Adjournment 
 
At 7:59 p.m., it was moved by Member Arns that the regular meeting adjourn. The motion carried with 
all in favor and the regular meeting was duly adjourned. 

 
 
 
/s/ Shelley Arns  /s/ Kim Wert 
President    Secretary 
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