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MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING 
OF 

BOARD OF EDUCATION, SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 172 
ADAMS COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

HELD ON AUGUST 11, 2026 – 12:00 P.M. 
 

Meeting Convened  

The Board of Education of School District No. 172, Adams County, Illinois, met in special 
session on August 11, 2026, at 12:00 p.m. in the Board of Education Office, Room 214, 1416 
Maine Street, Quincy, Illinois, in said school district.  

Roll Call  

The meeting was called to order by President Arns, who directed the secretary to call the roll. On 
the call of the roll, the following members were present and answered to their names: Members 
Arns, Petty, Sethaler and Whitfield; and the following members were absent: Member Brock, 
Member Davis, and Member Dodd. Whereupon the President declared a quorum was present. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by President Arns. 

Arrival of Member Brock 

Member Brock arrived at 12:07 p.m., which was duly noted by the board secretary. 

Questions and Comments  

President Arns opened the meeting to questions and comments to members of the Board, by 
members of the public.  

Brooke Wells (Denman parent) 
Ms. Wells said that firing the teachers involved is only the first step toward accountability and 
does not erase the harm allegedly done to students or restore trust in district leadership. Wells 
called for an independent external audit of the district’s handling of the investigation and urged 
the board to hold any administrators who covered up or mismanaged the case accountable.  

Rev. Carlton Terry (secretary of the High Twelve Club) 
Reverand Terry addressed the board briefly to share information about an upcoming community 
event honoring the Tuskegee Airmen scheduled for the following weekend. He encouraged 
attendees to participate and noted that admission during the first two days would be offered on a 
free-will donation basis. 
 
Sarah Goodapple (Denman parent) 
Ms. Goodapple read a DCFS poster defining child abuse and emphasizing that children have the 
right to be safe and speak up when they are harmed by trusted adults. Goodapple urged the board 
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to acknowledge that the conduct was wrong, ensure it never happens again, and hold educators to 
high standards.  

Karen Agrimonti (QHS teacher) 
Ms. Agrimonti stated parents should be able to advocate for their children without creating an 
“us versus them” divide between families and educators. She expressed support for the parents 
who have come forward and argued that the best way to support teachers is to hold them to high 
standards and address wrongdoing when it occurs. Agrimonti stated that acknowledging mistakes 
and supporting affected students and families ultimately strengthens trust in the teaching 
profession and the school community. 

Executive Session  

At 12:16 p.m., it was moved by Member Sethaler and seconded by Member Arns that the 
Board suspend the rules and go into executive session to discuss: a) the appointment, 
employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the 
School District; j) attorney/client privilege or other matters appropriate for a closed meeting 
pursuant to the Open Meetings Act. On the call of the roll, the following members were present 
and answered to their names: Members Arns, Brock, Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the 
following members were absent: Member Davis and Member Dodd. Whereupon the President 
declared the motion carried.  

Resumption of Rules   

It was moved by Member Whitfield and seconded by Member Sethaler to resume the conduct 
of the special meeting under rules. On the call of the roll, the following members were present 
and answered to their names: Members Arns, Brock, Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the 
following members were absent: Member Davis and Member Dodd. Whereupon the President 
declared the motion carried.  

Resolution Regarding Suspension and Dismissal of Tenured Teacher Kim Kirby 

It was moved by Member Arns and seconded by Member Sethaler to approve the Resolution 
Regarding Suspension and Dismissal of  Tenured Teacher Kim Kirby (Doc. Reg. No. 4046). 
On the call of the roll, the following members were present and answered to their names: 
Members Arns, Brock, Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the following members were absent: 
Member Davis and Member Dodd. Whereupon the President declared the motion carried.  

Resolution Regarding Suspension and Dismissal of  Tenured Teacher Jennifer Oitker 

It was moved by Member Arns and seconded by Member Sethaler to approve the Resolution 
Regarding Suspension and Dismissal of  Tenured Teacher Jennifer Oitker (Doc. Reg. No. 
4047). On the call of the roll, the following members were present and answered to their names: 
Members Arns, Brock, Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the following members were absent: 
Member Davis and Member Dodd. Whereupon the President declared the motion carried.  
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Personnel Addendum 

It was moved by Member Petty and seconded by Member Brock to approve the Personnel 
Addendum. On the call of the roll, the following members were present and answered to their 
names: Members Arns, Brock, Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the following members were 
absent: Member Davis and Member Dodd. Whereupon the President declared the motion carried.  

 

 

  

  
    

        
        

PERSONNEL ADDENDUM   
Quincy Board of Education   
August 11, 2026   

CERTIFIED 
1  JENNIFER OITKER – PE TEACHER/ DENMAN     *SUSPENSION WITHOUT PAY 

PENDING DISMISSAL 
EFFECTIVE 8/11/26 

2  KIMBERLY KIRBY- PE TEACHER/DENMAN   *SUSPENSION WITHOUT PAY 
PENDING DISMISSAL 
EFFECTIVE 8/11/26 

 Adjournment 

At 1:23 p.m., it was moved by Member Brock and seconded by Member Petty that the special 
meeting adjourn. On the call of the roll, the following members were present and answered to 
their names: Members Arns, Brock, Petty, Sethaler, and Whitfield; and the following members 
were absent: Member Davis and Member Dodd. Whereupon the President declared the motion 
carried.  

 

 

/s/ Shelley Arns     /s/ Kim Wert 
President      Secretary 
 

 

 

PERSONNEL CODES 
$$ - New operating Fund Position (increase in FTE) 
B -   Paid for by Booster Clubs 
C -   Change in classification or position 
O -   Other 
P -   New Project Fund position 
PR - Replacement for Project Fund position 
R -   Replacement for vacant Operating Fund Position 
S -   Summer School 
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