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Dear Comet Families! 

 

Welcome to QJHS for those of you who are new here, or welcome 

back to those of you who are returning! As you know, the middle 

school years are an exciting, yet crazy time, as young adolescents 

are amid profound personal change and identity development. 

They are growing physically (some of you probably don’t 

recognize your soon-to-be 8th graders), intellectually, morally, 

psychologically, and socio-emotionally. Every day, these diverse 

middle schoolers develop as they engage with the world around 

them. The quality of students’ middle school experience 

substantially affects their overall sense of well-being and, in 

particular, their later chances for high school completion and post-

secondary success.  (The Successful Middle School: This We 

Believe).   
  
Creating a successful middle school experience for our 6th-8th 

graders is a priority at Quincy Junior High School. We believe that 

education for young adolescents must be responsive, challenging, 

empowering, equitable, and engaging. We have high 

expectations for student behavior with teaching in mind. We look 

forward to partnering with both students and parents/guardians to 

provide a safe and secure learning environment for all. It is vital for 

our students to find a place to be, belong and to become. 

Getting involved in QJHS whether it be through academics, 

athletics, clubs, or music, is vital for your child’s success! We invite 

you and your child to be a part of the Comet Community!  

 

Welcome or welcome back! It’s a great day to be a COMET!  

 

Brenda Fleer, Principal 

fleerbr@qps.org  

Caitlin Munguia, AP for Teaching & Learning 

munguica@qps.org  

Brett Ufkes, AP for Student Services & Athletic Director 

ufkesbr@qps.org 

Andy Hoskins, AP for School Management  

hoskinan@qps.org  

 

Join our FACEBOOK PAGE for important information throughout 

the year: https://www.facebook.com/qjhscomets 

 
 

 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE

 

mailto:fleerbr@qps.org
mailto:munguica@qps.org
mailto:ufkesbr@qps.org
mailto:hoskinan@qps.org
https://www.facebook.com/qjhscomets


   

QJHS OFFICE DIRECTORY 

MAIN OFFICE 

HOURS: 6:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

PHONE: 217-222-3073 
-emergency messages 

-educational fees 

-student information center 

-work permits 

Leigh Mummey-Stotts - Administrative Assistant 

mummeyle@qps.org  

Stevee Sohn - Sub Coordinator/Receptionist  

 sohnst@qps.org  

Heather Starr - Secretary/Bookkeeper 

starrhe@qps.org  

ATTENDANCE/DISCIPLINE OFFICE 

HOURS: 6:45 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

PHONE: 217-228-7130 
-absences 

-discipline 

-bus information 

-athletics 

-IEPs, Special Education questions 

Gianna Maggio-Attendance Secretary  

maggiogi@qps.org  

Rita Carper – Attendance Secretary 

carperri@qps.org 

Amber Bordewick – P/T Athletic Secretary 

bordewam@qps.org  

Tina Birck-Special Education Coordinator 

birckti@qps.org  

GUIDANCE OFFICE 

HOURS: 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

PHONE: 217-222-4334 
-grades/report cards 

-homework requests for extended absences 

-registration 

-withdrawals  

Caitlyn Adams – Secretary 

adamsca@qps.org 

Lori Teel – TAOEP (Truancy Support) 

teello@qps.org 

NURSE’S OFFICE 

HOURS: 7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

PHONE: 217-228-7132 
-medications 

-medical 504s 

-PE excusals 

-elevator keys (students who are injured) 

Keyonee Jackson - RN, BSN 

jacksoke@qps.org 

Melissa Neisen – RN, ADN 

neisenme@qps.org 

Kendra Harbin – RN, BSNharbinke@qps.org 

  

DEANS 

HOURS: 7:25 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

PHONE: 217-222-3073 
-discipline 

-bullying 

-social-emotional support  

Andrea Heiden – 6th Grade Dean 

heidenan@qps.org  

Brian Walker – 7th Grade Dean 

walkerbr@qps.org   

Julie Marshall – 8th Grade Dean 

marshaju@qps.org  

COUNSELORS 

HOURS: 7:25 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

PHONE: 217-222-4334 
-scheduling support 

-social emotional support 

-academic support/organizational 

-504 coordinators 

Greta Heck – 6th Grade Counselor 

heckgr@qps.org 

Jackie Martin – 7th Grade Counselor 

martinja@qps.org  

Ashley Wilson – 8th Grade Counselor 

wilsonas@qps.org  

 

STUDENT SUPPORT FAMILY LIAISONS 

District Family Liaison 

HOURS: 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

PHONE: 217-222-3073 
-student & family support 

-social emotional support 

-attendance support 

Jessica Bridal (SSFL) 

bridalje@qps.org 

Chris Turner (DFL) 

turnerch@qps.org 

Stephanie White (SSFL) 

whitest@qps.org 

mailto:mummeyle@qps.org
mailto:sohnst@qps.org
mailto:starrhe@qps.org
mailto:maggiogi@qps.org
mailto:carperri@qps.org
mailto:bordewam@qps.org
mailto:birckti@qps.org
mailto:adamsca@qps.org
mailto:adamsca@qps.org
mailto:teello@qps.org
mailto:jacksoke@qps.org
mailto:neisenme@qps.org
mailto:harbinke@qps.org%0d
mailto:harbinke@qps.org%0d
mailto:heidenan@qps.org%20%0d
mailto:heidenan@qps.org%20%0d
mailto:walkerbr@qps.org
mailto:manybr@qps.org
mailto:manybr@qps.org
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mailto:turnerch@qps.org
mailto:whitest@qps.org


 

   

 

2026-2027 QJHS Bell Schedule 
Early Bird Breakfast 

SOME Students Enter Building 
7:15 AM 7:30 AM 

Regular Breakfast  

ALL Students Enter Building 
7:25 AM 7:40 AM 

1st Hour 7:45 AM 8:28 AM 

2nd Hour 8:32 AM 9:15 AM 

3rd Hour 9:19 AM 10:02 AM 

4Th Hour 10:06 AM 10:49 AM 

5th Hour 10:53 AM 11:35 AM 

6th Grade Advisory  10:53 AM 11:05 AM 

6th Grade Lunch  11:05 AM 11:35 AM 

6th Hour 11:39 AM 12:21 PM 

7th Grade Advisory   11:39 AM 11:51 AM 

7th Grade Lunch   11:51 AM 12:21 PM 

7th Hour 12:25 PM 1:07 PM 

8th Grade Advisory  12:25 PM 12:37 PM 

8th Grade Lunch 12:37 PM 1:07 PM 

8th Hour 1:11 PM 1:54 PM 

9th Hour 1:58 PM 2:41 PM 

BUS BELL 2:48 PM 



 

 

 

Dates to Remember 
July 16th  Online Registration: For returning students go to QPS, go to 

www.qps.org Student and Family Access. From here you can: 

• Update contact information (address, phone, emergency 

info, etc.) 

• Pay registration and lunch fees  

• Sign up for text/email alerts from QJHS 

July 30th-31st, Aug. 4th -7th, & 

10th – 11th   

8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Counselors’ Hours: Counselors will be available to register new 

students and assist you and your child with questions regarding 

his/her schedule. 

August 3rd   

7:00 a.m.-noon 

4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. 

In-Person Registration & Walk Your Schedule For new-to-the-district 

students or those needing help with online registration, counselors 

will be available to help you register! All students will also be 

allowed to walk their schedules this day. 

August 3rd   

7:00 a.m.-noon 

4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. 

School Supply Distribution: This is for parents who pre-ordered 

school supply boxes. 

August 4th, 6th, 7th,  & 10th -

11th 

8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.   

Walk Your Schedules: We encourage students to come walk their 

schedules prior to school starting. This will help prepare them and 

ease the stress of starting at a new school or simply ease the stress 

of starting a new year. Students must be accompanied by an adult. 

August 5th   

11:30 a.m.-2:41p.m. 
6Th Grade Orientation: All incoming 6th graders are invited to join us 

for orientation. This day is set aside to learn about QJHS, class 

schedules, lunchroom procedures, and other expectations. Lunch 

will be served and those students who ride a bus may get 

transportation home that day. 

August 5th   

6:00 p.m. 

Morrison Theater 

Incoming 6th Grade Parent Orientation: Join us for an orientation to 

help you better get acquainted with QJHS!   

August 14th  

7:45 a.m.-2:41 p.m.  
First day of school for 6th grade students ONLY: Breakfast and lunch 

will be served. Students need to bring only a pencil or pen and 

notebook on the first day of school. 

August 17th  

7:45 a.m.–2:41 p.m. 

First day of school for ALL students: Breakfast and lunch will be 

served. Students need to bring only a pencil or pen and notebook 

on the first day of school. 

August 27th     

TBA 

COMET KICKOFF/Curriculum Night: Come meet your child’s 

teachers and see what QJHS has to offer your child. Let’s partner 

and make this the best year ever.  

September 24th     

September 25th   

 

Fall Pictures  

Fall Pictures-Make-Ups for those who were absent or those in 

wheelchairs and who couldn’t be in lower gym- (Room 340) 

 

November 10th  Fall Picture Retakes 

 

http://www.qps.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QPS DISTRICT CALENDER  
August 12 Teacher Institute 

August 13 Teacher Institute 

August 14 First Student Day for Kdg., 6th and 9th Grades 

August 17 First Day for ALL students 

September 7 No School-Labor Day 

October 9 ½ Day School-1/2 Day School Improvement 

October 12 No School-Columbus Day 

October 29 ½ Day School School-Parent-Teacher Conference 

October 30 No School-Parent-Teacher Conferences 

November 25 No School-Thanksgiving Break 

November 26 No School-Thanksgiving Day 

November 27 No School-Thanksgiving Break 

December 21-January 1 No School-Winter Break 

January 4 Teacher Institute Day 

January 5 School Resumes for Students 

January 18 No School-Martin Luther King Day 

February 12 ½ Day School-Parent-Teacher Conferences 

February 15 No School-President’s Day 

March 26-April 2 No School-Spring Break 

May 28 ½ Day School – ½ Day School Improvement 

May 28  Last Day for Students  

May 31 No School-Memorial Day 

June 1 Teacher Institute 
*****If no emergency days are used, students’ last attendance day could be May 21, and 

Teacher Institute Day would be May 24. 



QJHS Drop-Off and Pick-Up 
DROP OFF  
EARLY BIRD BREAKFAST will be available to all students from 7:15 a.m. until 7:30 a.m. Students who 

come for Early Bird breakfast must enter through the main entrance on 14th street, go through 

OPENGATE, and then go directly to the cafeteria. Students may not leave the cafeteria before being 

dismissed by the dean or the supervisor between 7:25 a.m. or 7:30 a.m. At this time, students should go 

to their lockers and prepare for their first hour class.  
 

REGULAR BREAKFAST will be available to all other students entering the building from buses and car 

drop-off beginning at 7:25 a.m. Regular breakfast will run from 7:25 a.m. to 7:40 a.m. Students must 

finish eating by 7:40 a.m. and are expected to be at their first hour class on time. If students continue 

to be tardy, staff will help to problem-solve the issue. However, if  tardiness continues, students may be 

asked to eat at home or arrive to school earlier. 
 

*All lunchroom expectations apply at breakfast.  
 

Students walking, riding a bike, scooter, or skateboard, or being dropped off by car, will enter the 

building in one of two areas:  

1. The northeast doors on Maine Street, or  

2. The southwest doors on Jersey Street  

*When dropping your child off in the “car line”, please be sure that you pull up all the way and are 

ready to drop your child off immediately so that others can pull up as well. 
 

Bus riders will enter the building through the main entrance doors on 14th Street.  
 

Special Education busing and drop-off will be in the Morrison Parking Lot on the west side of the 

building.  
 

Students arriving after 7:45 a.m. will need to enter the building through the main entrance doors on 

14th Street. 
 

If it is before 8:00 a.m., students will go directly to class, and the teacher will mark the student tardy. If it 

is after 8:00 a.m., the student will need to check in at the Attendance Office to get a pass from the 

tardy kiosk in order to enter class.  
 

OPENGATE 
SECURITY AND BAG SEARCHES 

All students will go through our OPENGATE security system daily. Students should have their bags 

prepared daily before entering the building to make this process go quickly and smoothly. The 

following must be removed from backpacks and handed off to staff before passing through the 

system:  

• 3-ring binders 

•  notebooks with metal rings 

• Umbrellas 

• eye lash curlers 

• laptops & iPads  

• metal eating utensils 

• aluminum cans 

• metal water bottles 

• eyeglass cases 

• any metal case 



*All cell phones should be placed in the center of the student’s chest, and all backpacks should be 

placed in front of the student so all materials handed off can easily be placed back into the 

backpack, keeping the line moving forward.  

**No drinks, other than water, are allowed into the school building. If a student brings a coffee, open 

soda, or any other beverage, it will be confiscated and thrown away. No open containers are 

allowed into the building. A student may bring a sealed soda (NO ENERGY DRINKS ARE ALLOWED) for 

lunch. If the seal is broken, the student will be asked to hand it over to staff. 
 

PICK UP/DISMISSAL  
Students may leave out of any of the doors (Maine St., 14th St. or Jersey St.). Parent pick up is 

designated to Maine Street, the Board Office Parking Lot (southside), or a designated area you and 

your child have chosen as bus pickup is on Maine Street and Jersey Street in the afternoon as well as 

Morrison Parking Lot. 
 

MORNING DROP-OFF MAP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14th & JERSEY 

CROSSWALK 

 

 

AFTERNOON PICK-UP MAP 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

                                * For safety, all students need to use the crosswalks. 
 

Please ensure that you have a plan in place for your child and that your child KNOWS the plan for 

how to get home. If your child is outside and does not see his or her ride, please have him or her go 

to the front of the building. All doors will be locked around the building. However, we have a Security 

Guard at our front door until 3:30. Many parents pick up along Maine, the south end of the Board 

Office, on Jersey St. north of Maine and by Park Place. Staff are allowed to leave the building at 3:00, 

so students should be picked up promptly unless they are staying after school for an event or activity. 

                                                       

 

  

 

          Board Office Parking Lot 
 

                      South End 
 

 

 

14th Street BUSES ONLY 

14th Street is blocked off for buses in the afternoon. 

Once buses are gone, cars can pick up in front. 
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Jersey St. 

does have 

a ramp in 

case a 

student 

needs to 

enter with a 

wheelchair 

or crutches 

and is close 

to the 

elevator. 

BUSES ONLY 



 

Course Offerings and Academic Supports 

 

*At Quincy Junior High School, we strive to ensure that all our students achieve academic 

success. QJHS has implemented a Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) to ensure supports 

are provided to help students who may need extra help. Students who are not successful in 

one or more classes may be asked to participate in an intervention.  

 

 

 

6th GRADE REQUIRED 

COURSES 

7th GRADE REQUIRED 

COURSES 

8th GRADE REQUIRED 

COURSES 
ELA BLOCK 

MATH 6 
GEOGRAPHY & WORLD CULTURES 

EARTH SCIENCE 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

ELA BLOCK 

MATH 7 

U.S. HISTORY I 

LIFE SCIENCE 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

ELA BLOCK 

MATH 8 

U.S. HISTORY II 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH 

 

 

STUDENTS MAY BE 

RECOMMENDED FOR… 

STUDENTS MAY BE 

RECOMMENDED FOR… 

STUDENTS MAY BE 

RECOMMENDED FOR… 
HONORS COURSES  
ELA HONORS BLOCK 

MATHEMATICS 

      -MATH 6HH (8th grade math) 

      -MATH 6H   (7th grade math) 

       

 

 

SUPPORT 
FELA (Focused ELA)-Tier II 

Math Enrichment (ME)-Tier II 

Reading Enrichment (RE)-Tier III  

 

HONORS COURSES  
ELA HONORS BLOCK 

MATHEMATICS  

      -MATH 7HH (Algebra) 

      -MATH 7H   (8th grade math) 

      

 

 

SUPPORT 
FELA (Focused ELA)-Tier II 

Math Enrichment (ME)-Tier II 

Reading Enrichment (RE)-Tier III 

 

HONORS COURSES  
ELA HONORS BLOCK 

MATHEMATICS 

     -MATH 8HH (Geometry)  

     -MATH 8H    (Algebra) 

ART     

     -full year 

 

SUPPORT 
FELA (Focused ELA)-Tier II 

Math Enrichment (ME)-Tier II 

Reading Enrichment (RE)-Tier III 

 

 

6th GRADE EXPLORATORY 

ARTS  

7th GRADE EXPLORATORY 

ARTS  

8th GRADE EXPLORATORY 

ARTS  
General Music 

Intro to Computer Science  
*Digital Citizenship and Digital Literacy 
Medical Detectives 
*PLTW Biomedical Pathway 
Comet Life Skills 

Choir 

Band 

Orchestra 

Agriculture I 

Art  

CCR 

*College and Career Readiness  

 Design & Modeling 

*PLTW Engineering Pathway 

Choir 

Band 

Orchestra 

Agriculture II 

Art II 

Advanced Apps and Coding 

Automation and Robotics  

*PLTW Engineering Pathway 

Choir 

Band 

Orchestra 



 

Assessment and Grading Philosophy 
At Quincy Junior High School, we believe the purpose of grading is to accurately reflect 

student progress and achievement toward the mastery of standards, so that  

• students have timely and meaningful feedback for continuous growth;  

• teachers have useful data for planning and evaluation of instruction; and  

• parents have reliable information for supporting student success. 

  

We believe the grading system should be 

• based upon mastery of the standards;  

• equitable; 

• clear and consistent; 

• timely and meaningful; and 

• supportive of learning.  
 

 At Quincy Junior High School, a student’s grade is calculated using the following practice:  
   

 

The intention of homework is to practice the skills that students have learned. It is expected 

that students turn in homework on time so that teachers can assess where students are in 

their learning and use this information to guide their instruction.    

   

If your child has excessive homework, it may be because the child is not doing his/her work 

during the allocated time.  A conference with your child’s teacher is recommended. If a 

student’s absence is excused or if a student is suspended from school, he/she will 

be permitted to make up all missed work, including homework and tests, for equivalent 

academic credit.     

 

 

Performance Opportunities 

60% of grade 

 Practice Opportunities 

40% of grade 

Assessments OF Learning 

• Tests/Quizzes 

• Projects/Presentations 

• Labs 

• Speeches/Papers/Essays 

 Assessments FOR Learning 

• Daily homework 

• Quizzes/activities (to 

gauge understanding)  

Letter 

Grade 

Cutoff Range Letter 

Grade 

Cutoff Range 

  A+ 98.5 99-100    C+ 77.5 78-79 

A 93.5 94-98 C 73.5 74-77 

 A- 89.5 90-93   C- 69.5 70-73 

  B+ 87.5 88-89    D+ 67.5 68-69 

B 83.5 84-87  D 63.5 64-67 

  B- 79.5 80-83   D- 59.5 60-63 

   F BELOW 60 



QJHS 6th Grade Teams 

 

6th Grade Team White  
Ms. Epker/Mrs. de Souza ELA  

Mrs. Stolte/Ms. Zanger ELA 

Ms. Sade/Ms. Greenwood Mathematics 

Mrs. Maston/Mr. Dakota  Science 

Mrs. Brewer/Ms. Michelle Social Studies (Geography) 

Ms. Clopper Instructional Mathematics 
 

6th Grade Team Yellow  
Ms. Griffard ELA  

Ms. Schaffer ELA 

Ms. Albers Mathematics 

Mrs. Clark Science 

Mrs. Dozier Social Studies (Geography) 

 

6th Grade Comet Team 
Mr. Catron/Mrs. Liesen CC ELA & Social Studies 

Mrs. Hayhurst/Mrs. Florea CC Mathematics & Science 

Ms. Boker/Mrs. Forrester CC ELA & History 

Mrs. Wiskirchen/Ms. Wilson CC Mathematics & Science 

Mr. Meldrum/Mr. Wilkes, Mr. Brown, Mrs. Simpson ED  

Ms. Eger/Ms. Baze, Ms. Cunningham Autism 
 

6th Grade Exploratory Arts Team  
Mrs. Spencer General Music 

Mr. Cottrell  Intro to Computer Science  

Ms. E. Cunningham  Medical Detectives 

Mrs. T. Smith Comet Life Skills 
 

 

6th Grade Team Blue  
Mrs. Wittler ELA  

Mrs. McDowell ELA 

Ms. Stone Mathematics 

Mr. Dincher  Earth & Space Science 

Mrs. Huddleston Social Studies (Geography) 

6th Grade Physical Education Team  
Mr. Holder Physical Education 

Mrs. Tate Physical Education 

Mrs. T. Smith Physical Education 



Who Should I Contact? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Academic or Classroom 

Issues: 
 

1. Classroom teacher 
 

2. Grade-level counselor 
 

3. Mrs. Munguia, AP for 

Teaching and Learning 
 

4. Mrs. Fleer, Principal 

Discipline/Social 

Media/Student Conflict 

Issues: 
 

1. Classroom teacher (if applicable) 
 

2. Grade-level dean 
 

3. Mr. Ufkes, AP for Student 

Services 
 

4. Mrs. Fleer, Principal 

General Information 

Stevee Sohn, Main Office 

Leigh Stotts, Main Office 

217.222.3073 
 

Attendance Information 

Gianna Maggio, Attendance Office 

Rita Carper, Attendance Office 

217.228.7130 
 

Cafeteria Information 

Theresa Spencer, Cafeteria Office 

217.222.3073 
 

Educational Fees 
Heather Starr, Main Office 

217.222.3073 
 

Registration Information 
Caitlyn Adams, Guidance Office 

217.222.4334 
 

Athletics Information 
Amber Bordewick/Brett Ufkes 

Athletics/Attendance Office 

217.228.7130 
 

Medical Information 

QJHS Nurses, Nurse’s Office 

217.228.7132 
 

 

 

 

 



Summer/Fall Athletics 
Summer sports registrations is now open on the 8to18 Snap Manage registration program. 

Please be sure to check out and follow QJHS’s Athletic Facebook Page: Quincy Junior High 

Athletics for up-to-date information and specific dates for when tryouts will begin. 
 

The following registrations are open:  

7/8 Girls Softball 

7/8 Boys Baseball 

7/8 Football 

6/7/8 Cross-Country 

6/7/8 Boys and Girls Golf 

6/7/8 Fall Trap 
 

Tryouts will begin no earlier than: 

• 7/27/26 for Softball 

• 8/3/26 for Baseball 

• 8/3/26 for Cross-Country 

• 9/14/26 for Girls Basketball 
 

QJHS Football tryout dates and more can be found on the football website at 

www.qhsfootball.com. 
 

Information on all sports will be in the daily announcements and weekly bulletin as well. 

Please contact the Attendance/Athletic Office at 217-228-7130 if you have any further 

questions. 
 

SPORTS FOR 6TH GRADERS 

We are excited to announce that 6th graders are eligible to participate with 7th and 

8th graders for the following sports:  

• Cross-Country 

• Golf 

• Tennis 

• Girls Basketball 

• Trap 

• Wrestling 
 

Registration for Girls Basketball will open the last week of July.  Registration for Wrestling will 

open the week of October 13th.   
 

Tennis registration is done online at the following link: Junior High Tennis Program 2026 

  

ONLINE PACKET INSTRUCTIONS 

Parents are encouraged to fill out the online registration information on the 8to18 Snap 

Manage registration platform. This can be found at 

https://quincyhs.8to18.com/accounts/login. 

 

There will be NO paper forms available for any sport registrations. 

 

 

http://www.qhsfootball.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXAE-z6ZTLv53v3IeH8MwdJvZZ_fR4ZmBIRct25XOXujqsLA/viewform
https://quincyhs.8to18.com/accounts/login


 

Student Login Information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Student Login Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Behavior & Discipline 
Discipline at QJHS: Helping Every Comet Learn, Grow, and Succeed 

 

At Quincy Junior High School, our approach to discipline is built on a simple belief: discipline is about 

learning, growth, and accountability—not just consequences. Consistent with Illinois State Board of 

Education guidance and Quincy Public Schools practices, we focus first on creating a safe, 

supportive, and productive learning environment where every student can be successful.  
 

As students transition to middle school, they will learn and practice our three school-wide 

expectations: Be Respectful. Be Responsible. Be Inspired.  
 

What Students Can Expect 
At QJHS, we understand that mistakes are a part of learning. When behavioral concerns arise, staff 

work with students to understand what happened, repair harm, and develop skills for making better 

choices in the future. Our discipline system combines accountability with support and focuses on 

restoring relationships whenever possible.  
 

How We Respond to Behavior 
Our new discipline playbook uses a progressive approach to discipline. Minor classroom behaviors 

are typically handled by teachers through interventions such as problem-solving conversations, 

parent contact, assigned seating, classroom contracts, restorative conferences, or teacher 

detention.  

 

If behaviors become more serious or continue over time, additional supports and interventions may 

be used, including: 

• Parent conferences 

• Detention  

• Check-In/Check-Out  

• Social-emotional skill groups 

• Counseling and support services 

• Behavior plans 

• Restorative conferences 

• Suspension or other disciplinary consequences when necessary  
 

Student Voice Matters 
Students are afforded due process and have opportunities to share their perspective before 

disciplinary decisions are made. School staff investigate incidents, listen to students, communicate 

with families, and work to ensure responses are fair, consistent, and focused on helping students learn 

from their experiences.  
 

Partnering with Families 
Strong relationships between school and home are essential. We communicate with families when 

concerns arise and work together to support positive student behavior. Parent involvement is a key 

component of helping students develop the habits and skills needed for success in middle school 

and beyond.  
 

Our Goal 
Our goal is not simply to address misbehavior—it is to help students become respectful, responsible, 

and inspired learners who contribute positively to our school community. We believe every student 

can grow, learn from mistakes, and be successful when provided with clear expectations, support, 

and encouragement.  

 



Attendance Matters 
Every Day Matters. Every Minute Counts. Every Comet Belongs. 

 

One of the most important habits students can develop as they transition to middle school is 

attending school every day and arriving on time. 
 

Research consistently shows that students who attend school regularly are more successful 

academically, socially, and emotionally. Every class period at QJHS provides valuable 

learning experiences, opportunities to build relationships, and chances to participate in the 

life of our school. When students miss school, they miss instruction, discussions, collaborative 

activities, and important connections with their teachers and peers.  
 

Illinois law requires students to attend school while school is in session, and QJHS works closely 

with families to support strong attendance habits. The Illinois State Board of Education 

identifies students as chronically absent when they miss 10% or more of the school year, 

including excused and unexcused absences. Chronic absenteeism can significantly impact 

student achievement and school success.  
 

Expectations for Families 
• Students should arrive at school on time each day and be ready to learn. 

• If your child is absent, a parent or guardian must call the Attendance Office (217-228-7130) 

before 9:00 a.m. to report the reason for the absence.  

• Students arriving after 7:45 will be asked to go to class and the teacher will mark the student 

tardy. Students arriving after 8:00 a.m. must check in through the Attendance Office and 

obtain a pass before going to class. The teacher will mark the student tardy.  

• Routine appointments should be scheduled outside of school hours whenever possible to 

minimize lost instructional time.  
 

How QJHS Supports Attendance 

At QJHS, we believe attendance is a partnership between school and home. When 

attendance concerns arise, we work with students and families through a variety of supports, 

including connecting the student and family with one of our SSFLs. The SSFL will become the 

family’s/student’s case worker and conduct:  
 

• Parent conferences 

• Home visits 

• Student counseling 

• Attendance contracts 

• MTSS interventions 

• Family support services 

• Collaboration with community agencies and the Regional Office of Education Truancy 

Program  
 

Our Goal 

At QJHS, we want every student to feel connected, supported, and successful. By attending 

school consistently and arriving on time, students position themselves for success in 

academics, activities, and relationships. Together, we can help every Comet build strong 

attendance habits that lead to success throughout middle school and eventually across the 

stage to receive their high school diploma. Every Day Matters. Every Minute Counts. Every 

Comet Belongs. 

 



Cell Phones, Other Tech & Social Media 
Middle school students are in a critical stage of development, growing socially, emotionally, 

and academically. Cell phones, video games, and social media can distract students from 

learning, reduce face-to-face interactions, and make it harder for them to build important 

communication and problem-solving skills. Limiting time on these devices help students stay 

engaged in class, strengthen relationships with peers, and focus on their learning. 

 

In addition, excessive screen time and social media use have been associated with 

increased anxiety, depression, sleep problems, and decreased physical activity among 

adolescents. Research shows that students who spend large amounts of time on screens are 

more likely to experience challenges with mental health, attention, and overall well-being. 

Encouraging healthy limits on screen time and social media allows young adolescents to 

focus on real-world experiences, develop strong interpersonal skills, and maintain a healthier 

balance in their lives.  

 

At QJHS, cell phones or other personal electronic entertainment devices are not to be used 

during regular school hours. Regular school hours are defined as entering the building to 

dismissal bell.  

 

If electronic devices are brought to school, they are to be turned off and kept in the 

student’s locker during school hours.  Any student who chooses to bring these types of 

devices to school is doing so at his/her own risk. QPS #172 assumes no responsibility for lost, 

damaged, or stolen items.  

 

If a student misuses a cell phone or electronic device, he or she may be subject to our 

disciplinary practices, which may result in the item being confiscated from the student, 

having to turn the device into an office daily, or not being allowed to bring the device to 

school.  

 

Parents should not contact their child’s cell phone during school hours. Messages should be 

minimal; however, if an emergency arises, parents should contact the school and school 

officials will get the message to the child. 

 

Please be sure to monitor your child’s social media. Many times, students are sending 

inappropriate Snapchats, pictures, TikToks, etc. Even though a student may post or send a 

message outside of school hours, it can become a school discipline issue if it interferes with 

the school day.  

 

If you would like more information on how cell phones and social media could be affecting 

your child, The Anxious Generation: How the Great Rewiring of Childhood Is Causing an 

Epidemic of Mental Illness by Jonathan Haidt is a book we highly recommend.  

 

  

 

 



 

QJHS Dress Code 

 

     It is the basic responsibility of students to dress in an appropriate way for school. Modesty              

    and neatness are expected. The following are prohibited:  

 

• Winter coats/jackets/blankets are designed for outdoor temperatures and are not to 

be worn in the building except to and from outside. A light jacket may be acceptable.  

• Shoes are to be worn at all times. Slippers are not acceptable. 

• Clothing and accessories which are suggestive, include obscenities, inappropriate 

language, or pictures, depict hate messages (including but not limited to images of 

the Confederate Flag), and/or contain references to or depictions of alcohol, 

tobacco, drugs, firearms, or depicting violence are not to be worn at school. 

• Halter tops, midriff tops, strapless dresses/tops, spaghetti straps, and/or low-cut shirts 

that are revealing are not to be worn. 

• Shirts or pants that are excessively ripped or have excessive holes are not acceptable. 

• All clothing must fit properly. Shorts must be of a reasonable length. 

• Clothing must cover undergarments at all times.  

 

 

If students violate the dress code, they may be offered something different to wear. If 

that is not possible, parents should expect to bring appropriate clothing to school or 

take the student home to change.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Free or Reduced Meals 
 

If you believe your family would qualify for free or reduced-price meals, please fill out the 

Household Eligibility Application on Skyward Family Access. The steps are below. 
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What does that stand for? 
 

 

 ACL Academic Curriculum Liaison 
BIP Behavior Intervention Plan 
CCR College and Career Readiness 

CICO Check in/Check out 
CoT Co-Taught/Co-Teaching 

DFL District Family Liaison 
ELA  English Language Arts  

FELA Focuses English Language Arts 
F&P Fountas & Pinnell Reading Levels 
HOPS Homework, Organization and Planning Skills 

IAR Illinois Assessment of Readiness 

IEP Individualized Education Plan 

IESA Illinois Elementary School Association 
ISA Illinois Science Assessment  

ISS In School Suspension 

LL Learning Lab 

LLI Leveled Literacy Intervention 

ME Math Enrichment 

MTSS Multi-Tiered Systems of Support 

NWEA MAP Northwest Evaluation Association Measures of Academic Progress  
ODR Office Discipline Referral 
OSS Out of School Suspension 

Para Paraeducator 
PBIS Positive Behavior Initiatives and Supports 
PLTW Project Lead the Way 

RE Reading Enrichment 

RtI Response to Intervention 
SEB Social-Emotional-Behavioral Groups 

SEL Social Emotional Learning 
SIP School Improvement Plan  
SPED Special Education 
SRO School Resource Officer 
SSFL Student Support Family Liaison 
StuCo Student Council  
TAOEP Truants Alternative and Optional Educational Program 


